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the Soclety r';ss formed in L972 to r:eet tlie ne'd f or an organisation
to preserve the-materlal and CocL'.raentary evlderlce of llr,,rseleyrs
lndustrlal past, Slnce an inpor-i;a:rt plrt 1n thls ind.urstrlal_past u'as

itlayed by Jotrn Willcinson, 'i.'ho i-lvea for a time a"t the lavrns, i'b^l'ras
ilec,ideO ihat the organisition should be kno';rn as -bhe Y{ill<inson Society.

The alms of Lhe Societ;r are :

(1) to act as custodian of any relevant reaterial and infori:iatlon and
lia"Iie such uaterial ar:d in-fonnation ava.11a"bie to in-Lerested
lndividuals and organisa'r,ions;

(.fi-) to pro..rote any rel6ver,t preseiva-tion activity a::C to e.csist
. lndivldu-als or organisa'i;ions in suc'n activity t here deened

approprlat e;
(iil)to-prbvide a link wlth the conr.rrmit. of rlrosele)r f or inc'Lividuals

organisations undertaklng 1oca.I l-ristorical research'

Any availalcle material r,ill be acl,cl.ed" to -i;he existlnp; collectlon of
;rosele;, and i,illkinson relics at the lavrns, 3rosele.,r. This collectlon
ls open to the pub1lc on the second Saturcle.lr of every ruonth and by
api-,oln'r,inent .

Administratlon of the societ;'r is b;r an a'iriuarry eiected co't--llttee'
it{erirbership ls open to anyone lnteiestecl in the Soci(-,tyrl, aj;ls a"nd 

_activities. lhese aetlvities inclucie l-llustratec1 1e'cturcs, soclc,I
evcnlngs, researchin5S and e.''irj-bitlng tiie Collcction, flelci-tri-ps and
coach-[ours" ]ieiubeis are kc.pt infSr-i.,,c,d b;' a ]lelrsletter, and al annuLl
Journal- presen-fs artlcles on the history of thc Brosele;r area, John
1tillkinson and inilustria.l a-rctraeology ln general .

TIll, \i IL,KINSO]\i .q0C lI,lTY

1T0!ll,'S AI'ID IiEIIS

to

of'

'i lll Ir irs-b Yearr s Ac-[ivities.

President e J. Dr-r.'.,d.ale, Itruq. Chalmran : U. SSrlvcste,r Esq.
Secrc.-'":.r/ i C. Iiardlvic).;, Jtrsq. Trcasure:: : D. Ma.sonr Eeer
Curatol e R. ?ee, iJsq. -Coilirrittcc I.tenibers : i\lessrs. Clar.Lr: t.'rrrL

Cragge
Siuce ttrcn therc hsve bcr.n s1x coi.:rrlt-be., ;.rc,etings, tr'6 general

neetlngs (Oct. 27th - a talk by Sarrie Trini.-er on.Tohn llitkinson in
lJhropshire; . and liarch gtin 1-973 - a sllde sLow by Ron ll1lcs on thc:
Jevcrn Gorge); arid a coach-tour of '.: ilkinson Ses in the ilrexhan area,
organlsed bJ' YJayne Turner (May 26th). the LiJl,t .rr.'.Gci,i'r -!r,-pian,red,
r r,,,', {hursday , Oetober 4tn, lt t'ghe. J]avrnsr, .

''Ihe Socicty has becn rcsponslble for erecting a noticc-board on th.e
sj.te of the Nev, irrilley lronnorks, rrlth thc klnd pcnaissiou of
Lord For -s-i;er.

[he Collectlon of 3 seleY and Tlllkinson Relics

A preliminary mee-Llng r,is6 held in July I
gei:eral mceting of the Wi1klnson Society on A
,,.lccted !

ilatcria"L ls constar-tly being ac',dcC to thc colli'ctior,
i'iir'. Pce is llsting all thr: exhlbits end contri'Irn-borl, a,ncl
appcar in the nc:rt irssuc' of the Journal .

ot72 ari. at -i;hc first
ugl:ust 2nd a" coililiit't ee v{as

at t'.:Lr Lavinl.
oL ta.,.l-s wilj.



fhe Journal

It is hoped tha-b the Jou:r::: Il:iII malie a r;odt,st ooatr:r"ution to
research on the hlstory of the isroseJ,ey area, John,:,iirl';inso,r a.ni1
inclr,rstri.al archaeologf in gcnc:r'al . 1;r thls'issuc. "ai-ne Tu.,trerr,r-;ho is
'-'ilrrcntly v'olkj.ug on-a biofra',hy of ,Tohn lrilklnsDn, give: a;.r outline-
survey oi tfrc gr€at manr s f if .e 

Lna v;ork; and Ralph Pec," founder uterribc'r
of the Society-elC reeldcrrt at the lar'ns, takes us round Wilkinsonr;s
Bros6,ic'y hoiac. Ont,issuc:,aised ls the dato iililkinson t,rok up rcsiclcYcr''
tliere: both 'i'rriters suggest L'|6"s, thc ;rps1 o-l his se'cc,ird mi1rr133c.
In his rccci'r'c boolt. ttThe-Industrial- Revblution in Shrcpsnirelt
(Ihitliurore, Cliicr,iste r), 3arrie Trinder statcs: trWilk*nson nade onc c'f
::1s s(-ve'raI 

'hor-,res 
1n Broselcy, He leased IanC fror"r fho,ti:,.s- Jtephei:s i-rr

!ffi..,n i,hj-ch he built a netr,"louse vrhich hc occupled untit 18001 (;.iil',

]n ttris i:;suc' of the i'ournal thcrc, is al-so ttre flrst of a ';eries or
selectid extrrrcts on the history of the Broseley ar.)a..

Contributior:s to future issues of the Journal 'r,clrlci
ano chould bc sc;nt to the Edi-to:', N.J. Clarlce, Cranl,.rig)r,
:rr,l1'o" d. (tcl; l,{a11nslec +L75) ,

b ,. ,i, : icomi- .

lrlt r,I., !' eli-i-i3K,



r'!:iil'lc OF Tj:lIi -f ROllliASTiRS "

Thcrc arc pr
!1 ilki-nson thr:r th
tirnc or sincc: b
coa.l-ts.r, thc cok
r nginc,s , ar'Id cvcn

obably nicrc lcgcrlds surroundiili?; thc n:,.rlo .:)r .-Iol1-11

a-b of any o'btrci inclustrj-r"1ist, .rittrcrr of liis oun
orn ln .. ilarkct cart, Iatur e discovera,r of eo.a1,-gasx
c-$i,1(1bing proctr$$ in irou, ir'tprovcr o-I $ttrg,r.t-
(in or..i. i.irned ('ncl,clopr.iclie) tlc buildcr of 'uhc

ci 'lhe, f act the"t Lcii" oi t'rrc',';i, tilrs irevc any be.sls
, hol';cvg11, obscurc t1-rt: fs61 that -r: ilkinsonrs

illt:,ic:.L1sc, . Hc v,as. of c cul:s": " t':iiat v, c: in nritain
r.rr ho l,a.g a-l-so hic'oun prrbli-cit'r rrgcnt ntld r,ould bt'igagrci t ith :lnyon. riio'laid e xtraValqant cl-alns to

f.'.,;,ous Iron Bridg
of"'t iltil-,,rusI- iroT
achi-c vc,,.,- nts L t rt.
c;.-fi. r rrchar..et;I
i r-c l-e5t olla 1'o (.

i-us.
ounrlat 1
nothin

his lnvcirtivc gcri
cle-iiie-d. r'as thc f
u:itir '.;hich h( irrrc
contrar)t !

Onc notion tha-L l'' iUrinson 'i:inscl.f nevc,r
on of {}i6; ttrt'f}}rinson Sr'sv6tt Cor,rpaly, a firu
. to do, dc:spltc populer bcli-'f to the

t hilst rcmer.,ibc.r1tt; thc frct tha"'b ' ilkinson had e:r cnormous
industrial rrrmpirctr "round r',lriclr hl c ircul-rtr d trj..- o'ril'] coi nrgu.
(r'rintco a.t Soho, not in Proscrf .--yr I hastcn to aCrl) , it 1s 'i.rth lrls
doints in tlic Brosclclt e.ri.a, tha.t tirig short arij,clc 1s conccrncd.
Ncvcr'uhcless, lct us not forg.c,-b titc rtci,ir.f citlcsrtof hlsirEi:ipircrr,
bc,f ori lookin;,, p"t his l, orh ln tl:c ,r',roscl.;, rcgion: Ijc rsha,.i, Bradl..y,
Iia.olcy, Holl-inswood, Sirccishifl anct 3rplbo, v hcrc h. rar ,-xtc.rrsi-rc anC
intportant ironi,orks; Ca.s'i;Ic,hiacj and 3rytrbo, l hcrl his a.3ricultnra1
i,raprovvtiic:nts drc,'^ fortuh ntr-cll con'Li-rliipora.ry pralsc fror,i fan,ilng c-x1:crts
pf :U!.c day; - his vui:tldfres irr. col-.l',ir and hi,- big lea.d co:rcerirs at
Buc1l1..y, and a.round i jnrra., Sryi,bo a.nc1 l'ol.-i, ii r r. 11 ec at Roth.rhithc;itis 1,.tporia:rrt shar;-holr inj,s ii'r tl,rt,. or f oiir ca-r:.aIsq r.;td his be.nki-ng
-urit_i:pris,.s.. Adc'L " to<r. 1.Eat 1n ,r.is scvcntie s hc s1i..d. thri.,- cltiLdrcnby iil-s housikc-,p.r'r.t Fi."L:rljo-Hall";id-oni--iiii-n"T-fcist-r, ioricr.i,iirLY,iarkablc r ra.rl 1-

Bcfore settllng r'"t r?Thc Lav.ns'r in llrosc-'l_c,yr I'ilkinscn had bccn an
irot: r,:crcl:ia"nt in cur.ibc.r'land ancr. an iron.nbstcr undc,r his fath.er at
Bcrshe.i,i. i,licn hs arrivccl at Nrosc,l.,rr in L751 , it ,;as to join srcvcral
Bri-stcr and shropsirirc buslrrc$s]r"rci1 in- thc ta.]<in6q out of a lc,a.sc f-;'or:i
lord tr'orcstcr on a furnaccr sitc at 1yillcy. This r.as confln.rc,d irl a
furthur lce.sc of 1759, \iiicrrc 1t a.ppca"rs; tir:.lt r. il-kinson \,as to bc a" kindof techuical adviscr to a conpany-vhich r,or,rl-ct spcrcra.l-izc in thc
r'tartuf ac'curc of guns for lorrd of Orclne,lcc contl-ic-bs, Britain havlng in-fhL. r,r('..rltii.rL Lonc to,;,ar vith.Frirncc" rt is saicl ttra.t':_lkinson -

iiti|'i.$"tr,t:."Ut+li:rBl,Itf"is li ls$Bilirtfr.+htH.'lrft3rt"$"]l+fiig IIB""*n"!!?.St(_ ol .I.ionLy: . the .p,.11"urc:.c tl;cr,t.fore sold th,.,ir $i,c.rc.E cht,.rpl ,. nnd

tTt[f*is*"*ilnI]IE#i$:I;nrritl;rl[*x]:,{r=il:Eii.,i+iIsI.s,lf;rf,s3$"BHitir{
r\ho i;as bcing brou;;ht u,p 1n Sh::rr,,sbury, but 'in L763 l:c r'.rarricd-a
'{,ror,crtc'r }ady. ei 40 and set'tlcd atitThc lawnsrr.

In l'l't 4, r. ilkineon patc:rtid a. ncri' tiri;c: of c€r,nnon-borc:r, an ct:Eiire
l, 1th v"i:ich lii, coul-d bolc iron r,'ii,ir astoirih$ihing accuracJr. His skill
as a cns'Lcr aird borcr brougLtt hiu to thc noticcr of .Ia.,ries i att and t}:c
}a.t-i;crr$ la"rtr1cr Eoulton ,irhon rlilkinson aIr.-adj, knet,. " ii'1}kj-nson nolv
p::oduced i'" cylind--r-borr.,r ar:d, in doing so, proviclcd rieJt r,;ith-cylinders rtbbrc:cl to -,,iLr{,htr. 'This l,,as--thc:' a.irswcr to pr rira"ps thc liost
cliff 1cuh, of Wattts problcns, ancl rritti t'i:.1s strrill tl:Lc Brosc,lc;r irorr-
i:rastr:r l,as to kake hir,iself ind j.Erpcnsablc to thc So1:o p:.rtncrse vrho
insisl;r-d theLt a.11 of thcir c,rrg-i;ro pr.rts l;houtd bc i.le-dc by, rrrd bcught
f ron, \iillcinson 

"

Thc t;rir:d 1'atb cr:ginc \ e-s a.ssctrblccl z't \..lJ-11c.yr, r.hcrc i,os'u of thc
pa"rts ha"d. becn bcrc.d a.nct fashioncd. 1:."tt h1.rs-.li' ca,ic ovi,r to looh
o.rcr tlrl lvorklia"nslilp n::d tht, sct-tlng up of t1:c cn51inc,, sta";,ing; nlth
ths irom.tLstc:r a.t rrThc La.l;r:rsri. Iic cxprc'ss!.d iri-si cor.,p'l crtc satisfaction'"ittr. t{iri:insonts rosults a:rd in L776 thc finjshcd cn1,,inc rerlj v,orking
atu r'nz''r\..i-l-itinson had tirn-:t-d sincu his a.cc1ui,r.ir:g contiol 1n L763,
tho Nev; l,i1le;r Coi:ipa.n;;r. Ir; Las sct up to blo';,'ttj-s blast--furnacc a,t
l,fili.iy, thc f irst usc for a" stc:il'r-,cnginc othc,r tha.n raising t,af,6v,
r:,Lcthcr for puu.iping cr fount.a.lns or providing tra.tc:r i'or',,rhc.cls to
viorh bcrll-ol, s.

Bc,ttrc. n
at Eradlcy,
r rcrraai,_\1i -cr r:

1, -L:-i Uf75B emd 1770 llilkiuson sct up o- IlivL; ircnvorks, this
nJar llil-c'Lon. in Staj'fcrdshirc-. Hr:rc ht l'.ed r:t:thcr
iII as coal- rii:rcs and blast-fu::naccs, in i;,trIch hc uscd.



coke, a,s l.l(. had a.t Buri-heir - fn 1. j-r.ro
!. orlis . At dr r-.cll \ )/ 1I1 L7e2/51 hi s ct
3. $tt,F.i,l-pO1i1cT{.rd fOrgi,-hruuICr, drivcn

e -ti;i s bCcal_]rr hiS iC,rti csb iI'oi1*
Up ar1o Ll',i l rrf i :i-c U rr e tn thls Ci'us c

by t'l.rc, n(,! Sur] sltld Plpr(t gcre.r"

insonts tcrrlblc frrtcrual ri'a"r tcok pla.cc i'1th
,tc1 olr.. of thu rt.sul'bsi of thls 1,a.s tltp.,t . illia::
tt t1:i't liis c:ldurr broth.cr h:"d bccn crc,cting
, not only f or hii:.sclf , but for otlt(',1: custci,turs
, unf ortuna.t i 17 v:ithout prcr-:lu, ls I Af'u cr a
d of r,','ran651i:-rg, ' ilkinson hacr, to pair u.p, i.,uch
rightly or r,rorrgl;r, hc' considr.rccl tha"t iris part
of tl:t s-b c'a t-,::n€,1nc i.ra"cl. br'( n ..t lc e'"st :.s

l.L?.d b rcti.

at 3ryrbo
a.ppoii:.tcd
colr"rsc,, that

Anotht r 'Llou:. pLrrcr.:,oi , i.s ti-cit i-r'- l77B/7t, tiiis ti..-,.; : s.;o1itary-,
L.i.,.rinL rtsidlnct, at Cr"stlct cad, n\.i,r, Gri.ir,,_i., (-1 . Lrncs " ) on a,. piccc of
lrarsir;r llrncl i'ilich b...criLc, a.n irlanr] :-t hi3ir tid-,.

In L779, i1-itirtsci:rt:- iir-r la. e-pT).:r.rs nil (,rjtc o.r'. tht, cl.iif s'rla.::c-
holdurs in tt:c, Iron Briclg,,.. lr:lrc)j":ct ovc.r''tir.,Rivir Sr,virns coirn(ct1ng
tnu ti,o pt'rish(.,r.r of Brosc.lcy a.nC. l,rlaitr.lt.,;r 

"

In 1787, -L'r." ii'orl ,,-.si,'-:: prcui.ucc,cl th. ,,'cr1'd I s iir3'c iroit boa-[ ; it
!;3-s & loni n: rr',;,r ba.rgi,, r tadc at tij! t il l-( ,)' ir.)n\ orhs e.ncl },.uncltt,ci :'.t
thr i\l iIlt,, I he.r:i to r r-;:- 1ut0 -trolr il-klnscnt r-r 1:r ij,f i-rlr gluts. Oth.cr
snc1, boa'cs a-:-r r--i !re-r'!. c'l- ft:r)t r 111.;inscn, r.rostll,r for ttl t cn tlie ca.nr'1 n.a-r
Ilr'e-dIr,r, 

"

At about 'cLri,s -tit-ti, too, h. s.r1;1p16:f,1cl. i hat r,'e.$ sur(fli onc of his
r:rost giga-ntlc tasks, that oi cas'uing and uekinil 40 :,1lc,s of ce"st-lron
piping for tlic: Paris'-atrritrorJ.is. lrost of thcsc, plpc.r; rtcri-. l:ra.d.., a"t
\'i11e;r, t,hc,rc' ttrcry liorc ta"kc,n d.o\'.n , ilkinson(s Tarbach Ding,l-i, tra,u',;vay
t': tircr I'I:arf on thc Scvcrn e.ncl. froL.r thl,r. to tho trairs-shlpi,Lnt por-b
of C1:cpstcl " Othcr pip( s r';()r( 1..1:.C.c l.t B.rsl:a.r,t il::ot"L r..ricncc tliiy v,.,nt
orrcrlr.nd to Chtstcr p"nri fror: tncrt by scrr to Cht-;pstor.r.

In -blir' 1790rs r i
hig brotirc,r, , lllll:-t.
lnfor'ric d Soulton e,rd
, :.t'u-typi st w..- -i-.r3inboth at 1:or.;c a"itd a.bro
Iong, undignifit'd p.,r
to 1:,i-s i"irnoyancc, fc,r
1n thc t:vcntuaf $ucco
li,porta.i-rt e"s Boul-bont

n L, r..

,Io}-in

IK

rd
Lt-

Tiic enC of tlLc cci:tur11 founcl hin spcnr]ing rirtri: i.,,ncL t'rorr-'tir-:c;
bctv'ccrn llradlc;, and l:-is ncl,r iron',,crks (i"cquiri:C, in L79Z) on thg rlch
Br;4,.'lbo Esta'r;c, 1n iticrtLr alL-s, not f:rr frol,j EL:r$h:.ll v,hicit sc.:i-icd. to bc
dcclining 1n iliporta,rcc,. rt is no-b su,rprlsiiig, thc,rr fcre, t"..r.t 1n
1800 tic Jterrcd his .lroocIcI hoi:rc to Jchn-Rc.scr-thc, fe;,ti:us Ccralport
China uanuf a.cturc:r "

In 18C(r. Stttc.;,hj11 aud Ho_l_linsjv;oocl hr,,.ring bct-,n rclinquishcd sollc
.ariir$t?931'91) r 'illlkinson bcgan proclucing iron eLgain in ttrat
on thr Nor,, Iie.dlcy .rgcte_tc, acqJ,.irt-.d ln 179I"

BJt no,u. . illcinson..tr,.-r 2. fa..-bhcr againr his hcuscl<cc.pc.r
Hal1 producc,d thrc.. ctrildrc,n bc,tl'rr-,c,i tgO2 and 1806. itis
ir:ir, 1.o..-vcr, t.eLs hl,; nLrl-lhir:, Th;r.tas Jonr s, provicicd, of
it.-. t.,oll 'ul-L( t'rc.i.iL, oi , iIiiins.:\n - r.t-ich i:. clict l-

In 1808., thc r116hL.icst ircr:-:_:a.i;tcr of -l;hc di.;r ditcl a.,c his l:rorLc. in
Br:."d1,"-,;r _._trcl 1-re ',;,i.,s bu.f.icLr,y crftc,r sL--vc,ral a.ttir,ip-LL, in itis hugi; cast-ir'on coffi-n 1i: th. frcn'b 1.arr)cn ,oi' tris hor,r at-cri'urc,I:c,ad. "Thc, gravc
\.,as sjur,.oitt:t.d by : trll obr 1-isk, :.tso of caet-iron, on l.hiclr r.e-i-j
iuscrlbi'd hj-s or n cpitaph, or et'lc,a.st a. v'e.tcrtd"-cloi,n vcrslon of thc
soi.i,.;rihat vitr:io1ic original i

. .frl tl:Lc yce.re be;tti,c,cLi 1BI2 anct lBlT thc i ilkinsor: q:1_ipi1's 1::2gbrought cl-ol',n in ruj-ns 1;hr ;u.1-rh rluLlL,s$e un1:rof ita.brc riti-ga'rloir,
largcJ-;,_ ti,,-. vrcrk of his iicii r.nci ncphir,,. ' in 1AZS, his Soffi:t €iitcihis obulisk r,.,1.g rcLtovld to ti;c vllia.gc: of Linda,}., in orc.Llr tocxpcclltc i,it. sa.l.. of his fon_rr,r ,rrousc,l alid. thc c,nc1'lr:as colplc.tc.

11.,forr: tris dca.thr-'; it1ri_nson hacl ,cirrcatcnccl hls Brac-llr.y \.,,Jr](.rs
tha.t., 

_ 
sr,y. :i /.?rq Lo il,. Ci,;' .r11 ., hls dcatb" h. ,,ou1c.. cr.: .i ba.cl; tos(',c h1s bc:lovcd furna.ccs, ubuntccl cn h.is blg'gr.y. rt 1s suic,Iy atcstir-rony-1,,, ttrc potc,r of th. ,.,?-r1 rs p.rro,r-ilTi io rca.d 1n tlit. flrclcrd

P.rcss noticc cf "rufy, 1815, th:t scvi.rat tilouslnds turncr.r. ulr to sccthcir i',n.ri r lqui-rt- :.nd ..iiicrl

for
thc

tht pials
support of

ttrc
grcat

?hor:as Te,lford viri-rtc" r,Lr.cn irc r,;cnt to oiscuseEllc's:-;trc Cana.l 1u Oct:.b. r" LJ93: rrf ha.d ti:c' ilki-nson, Klng of 'bhc froruil.,st,_rrs.". ".. " "o.l t;ayric Tu.r'ncr



TLIE B1?O3ilirltla IlCliTr Oli J0Fii'{ \Iif LKIIISCI{

John'i,irkins-o_n \,9.s just undcr thirty i,.ihen he carner-bo Broscley asa partncr in thc l[c. \,l 1]-lr.y corrrpany in Li5'1, lcavin,r iij_s father airoyounger brother, \i ilI j a,l,r, to calry- on the- lionr"orks*at 3crshanr . Hisfirst iirifGr Ann l,{audsle7, a u,oman of ar,rple il,ealt}r, hail dic.ct four ;rearsearlierr- and hls youn€,, daup;hter l:,Iar)r i;as 1n the ci.re cf l{r" & },{rs'.
tr'l-int of Shre''rsbury

He iosls by nc mcans thc senior pa.rtnc:: in thc nelri Company, but he
tva.s- the only luorking rronmi,.ster a:aong thc tcn partners and lr,ou,.lit no
doubt have actcd. as ii'iana"ger. $ihcre-hc sta)rcC-or fived 1n or around
Brosele ;'r 1'or thc next felv yc,ars is not knolrn, bu't 1n L763 hc rnarried
for the second tlue, havinil ta.icen ovcr the Nc',.r liousc in church street,
L, 1s second iiifer ir;ary lee of Tlroxetcr, !.Ias aiso a \.om?Jr of wcalth end
in -bhr: sane Jc,ar he bccame soic or,ircr'of the Colipanl..

The lile',i Fiouse, no',i'kno,;r.n a.s Thc la\t'ns, v;as thc,n over thirty ycars
.olcl , havj-nLi bc!11 built in l7Z7 bli 111" Storrins, a }ocal rninc: or,incr.
Thc narne a"nd" the ?hoc,nlx cinbosscd on thc magnificcnt lcad, rain heacl,
suggcs-t that jt';,as bull-t to rcplerce the lou.il-c,cris previous liomco

!-'he housc was-orig,lnally a typlcat sc,,uarc Ccorp:ian liiaurslon .;iththc usual- ccntra-l front door, a.ppioachec'l by a slior-t"fJ-ight of stcps"the ground jn the fronb , as gcnlrally lor,;ei tha.n it is io,", ancr, 'u,;hi-b is
no!! 4. celIa.r i.'as thcn a basc,ilcn-b nith sunkcn vriirclo';is. Thc ar:eta infrcrrt of t'rrc house uas probabl;' Sorrrflo{, as nol,,, by a. 1or,;';,.a11, butt'ith a_slngle entrance throu,::h a pair of dri.ve lates. Tb.c pr:bsentwall acij_olning _tl:e road z_,ppe,i.rs -b-o bc, original , 

-but that sepi.ratingthc stables anci clomcstic entranccs from t[c fr6nt la'uizt is pirt o€ dhc
19th ccntury altcra'uions. \rrilkinson provldcd a nrr,i pair of lron ga.tcsn

Thc front rloor opcnccl lnto a passagr. or lobby rhichr ru

stair l,'ell beyond, dlviclcd the housc fr:dn front to rcar.
rcceptlon roons of almost co,ua"I slzc occupicd ilrrcc, cluarter
bround floor, v,hil c thc reilaining qui:.rter accomnodatic i..ha-t
bcrn a. scrvants he,l] a.ncl a. scr.,raits stalrcasc dlrcct to thc,floor. The kltclen,,back kitchcn, scullcry and shoe roon
ho.ve bccn acconmoc'rated ln a singlc'storey dirmestjc uing onsidc of the hor'.sc, ancl oirt of ti o very srlall extenslon5 atthe seconcl of thcsc tr,io srnall extcnsi-ons proviclcrl r,ihe.t 'oalr
an oifice."..l 1i,:r. \rilkinsonts tilooi:-ir or rThc Smoki_ng Roonr.also aL malthoi-r.sc, a brer,,rlici,.sc ancl ste"bl-c,..r apart irol the rna
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Ijith g^a"rdcn, paccl-ocl.rs a.nd posslbly orcha.rcr.s a'i; the bach, 1t irasl,clr d_c-'si-gn9c1 , compa.ct and practica,I professionel lnanrs resiclc,nce,ft 'r'oulcl ur:cLoubtcrdly havc' hid a.n air 6t so1id, homcl-:r comfort typicalof thc ago 
"

In spitcr of extc.nsivcr a-ltcra.tions a.rounc_,] thc micl }lth ccrn'bury,
manlr fcra.iUI(,,Ej Of the O.r:i,"ina.'] Iai.-Out oan still br, S€;Ctr. Theori.inal :-l:r1 rl r7 f ip;, mc.in ste.l"rcas,, r.itl: :-.rs t'; istcd bc.lustcrsrcm8,Ins, ' s dour thc p,rnc,lring anci. bcautlful_ry propor,tioncd overr.riantlcin.thr-: onc rccc,ption ioom v,,hi6h hars not recn i.ttc.rla. Thc largc,
rzLln-hceid pr_crviousl-;r mcntlonecl has -bhc, da.te L727 on tht sqr*"r" dol-iln
spowt q.nci a 1c:rLci p*,, jn the cell_ar almost certainly cla.tes from thctime the housc,r,;as built. This purnp rli.bh its lrooci"cn;riston ca.n stiltbc me.d-e to \,orli. rha"t part of tl.c; pruscnt or-rtbuildin'!s r,d.1olning thc
19:rd_apllcr.rs l,o be originel, c.s does-a. sriralf squarc rluEraing bchiilathe l-e"tc:: cxtcnsions. l'his crttractivc }it-blc structure hal a bulrs-cIC 8lass, rinc1or,.
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radi-tloir ha"s it that hc acldccl trlo nc,r,r v\'ings, 1t isklnson ine.dc a;ry cxtcnsivcr altcrations to ttrl orlglna"l"
they canr-rot no.r: jrc, tra,.cecl . Thc ,qround floor of= onctt;ntior:s a,t riti back ';.as, or latcr bcca:re, a butlerr stcc'l cioor a"n<l barrccl- l,:iniior,rs. ohc:sc ancl'o,r,hc:rcs ha.vc bccrn attril:utc'cl to llilkinson, but arc, much nrorc

bcc,n part of thc latcr altr.ra-[ions. Hc cc:rtalnh/ Cid,
T4omas Farnolls Pntcha"rd,, tho Shror,.sbury arctrit'cctc lron_lridgc., to providc a ncrli; c,rrimncy pic,cc of r,,oodnr parctlcd room" thls chimntv piccc can still bc scc.ncop;, of 'uhc original_ v'orking hrb.:ing r:hlch inel-udes a

t



tinc shcct for Pr:itchardrs thrcc
chimncli piece is a rcpla.ccincnt,
o.lc.rmantlc arc ori2-'inal ,

'ihcrc ar(' si€ins tha"t thc
tha.t thc, pa,nelling e"nd

t. o rlnn c,n .
ind ic:,iting

In 1800 . ilklnson l-c,ascd thc Nci' i:[ousc.' to John Eosr., r China
cturcr, for -bh1r'ty guincas pcr a-i1nurlrr. "rthc said Jchn Ror-;c
thc v,holc oi thc'',,":Indo,:, trxt . 

"lic 
,ia"ve a. cop)r of Lhe lnvcntory

Lrcts taken ovt,r by John l:losct rhlch Incntions a- bcst par'lour vlth
cot-i;1ng a.Il rounc1- froin top to botton of roonr, a.nc1 la chil,incy
and rnarble stoner .
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The, invcntory also rncntions e. nL\,i gratc,
of a vcry olci onc not; bclicvcd to bc in thc
garclcn rtr'o 1€,.ra. furnaces for soft r.etcrr .

\.a"t,,,r tanks tnd tr o !-(ry o1d cast j-ron tanks
be tirc sc, rcf crrc d to .

Sirriilnr f c,a.ture:s ct"n bc sccn
lroscle.-,, c"ncl sh-or' sorrcthing of thc
Industrial Bcvolut ion.

j-n thc kitchcn tln 1r1acs
ma.lthousct , r"nd in tire

PrcsuirablY thcsLr \rerc
still--[o b< $uc]'l .xi-,r \,(11

in otlicr contcinporar:y builclin3;s in
imuc,d.ia.te loca-l cff . cts of thc

f'roui-bhc ldci' Ilous,cr -ohn iiii-lltlnson cor.rld. h:..vc: stcn thc glow in
tlic slcy frorn his furnacos a-b rl'illc,y and from'fthosc at Xra.c11c,5r. It
\\ia$ h(r., th;r-L Brlgadicrr I,,{a.rcha.nt de }a Iloulicrc wa,s c,ntcrbainccl t,}rcn
hc vtas invi'stigatlng thc supcriority of British cannon on bc'haff of
thc I'rcnch Govcrnmcnt; as \:,as Jami,s " att ', trt--n hc tas gup(:rlntcncllng
thc installatlon of onc of hls first tr o corrrnercia.l stce"ru cngi:rcs at
\',iilIery" It sc(,.is 1il:cly thc.t thc firs'u i-ron boa.t v,'as d.csi3ncd in-
tlrrr. \lilkinsonts Roont a.nd in his ma.n5r apl-lica.tloits for patcnt ri3hts
up to L794, hc st;rlL.s l:.inid-f rfrorunastcr of llros.,lc j, I .

Although his i lllc;r r,:orks r,icrr ccl-j-psttl in sizc by latcr
ontLrrprisrs ancl hc, ilovch on to uor'c prc.t-cir0ious holics,'the founclations
of his iortu.ncs i;crc: l-i-.id in Srosc:lcy, and 1, i1Icy must hnvc plr'ye:d itst
par-i; in thc' dc'vt,loprocnt of his ma:ry liaprovcmcnts to thc iron ind'ustr;r,

[hc irTcl, Hcuse r,as hie homc- for ovc,r t',:,irty of itls inost activc
J'Lre-rs a;nc1 thc, conliorta.bli. G"o=aton Housc sr--ur-ls 'co h:rvc scrvcd hin I cll-.

Aftcr e. p.-riod duri-n|,'r" j-ch dcbrls fron a ncarblr iron foundrJ
&p1,rq'"r"'uo ha.vc] rca.chcd alrnost up to thc ba"ck d.oor, thc housc';,a's
cxtcnslvcl-), aftcrcd clr.tninil tirc n'icl 19th ccnturXr. Thc cnlargod
rcccption roorle a.nd hugc: l<itchcn r';ith 1ts claboratc, and in sono lleys
lrirpractical cooking arra.ngcncr:.ts, thc hig,ir bounda"r;. li,alIs a:rcl thc
scperratlon of thc ina"in l.nd clorlc stic cntri.nccs, ind,icatc a tiore fonaal
l,iLy of lifc and a cha.ngcr in nastc:r ancl uan rclatlonship rihich t',ould
havc bc,.:n c1r-ritc for.:igb, to John I' il-l<inson.

ft511 ph Pcc



THD T}IST0RY 0r I'l-lE llROSElEY AREA: SELECEXD EXTRACTS

I - THi EARTY }IIDDIE AGIS( )

'rho follot,ln6 account ts frorrr n$hropsYrlre: 1to Early
Antlqultlcsrr by ,Iohn CorUot l\:rlerson, fLiot publlohcd ln I
publlshed fn I9?e by E.J. l,(orten ot ilasUury (rp. 54-65).

rft is c<.injcctu.recr that thc folloviing entry ln Dome'sday r
Sroseley: rtL.tie satrc i:rrl€iot holds BosLt'. Gcthne hcld it, and
free ',tan" iiere 1s i hide gcldab1c. . The land Is (capablc of
1i ox-tcams. In cleiicsne, i6 onc (tcam), Rnd ('bhcrc, are) 111-1
end 1111 boors, and i radrran, r,ith 1 teeuul In Klng Edwardrs
rurutor) \;rs l',orth I6e. Id., nol'r I2s. Iic (Hu,Igot) found lt wae
IIeJ-got(s succcssors not a trace renralns.
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It 1e prcrc;unted, that thc cllscernlng Iicnry I bc,etot';ec1 the lordehlp of
Iroselcy upon \ arin c1e l,cta, of Lomalnc, from whouc lt 1s ttrougltt
Cesccndbd 1n after tllncr: ma.ny lords of 3roscley; yct 1t ls conJecture.
Certaln it ls, ho'lcvcr, that thc Iitz ltiarlno, drr Burrvardsl('Jrrsr
cl rEytonrs, de Coverre ts'anci thc de Pychfordrs, all , at one tlrne or sxothert
had an lntcrcst in the llanor of llroselcy, beneath rrlhomc agaln held
undertenantr:.

Broseley Church vsas subjeet to the nothcr churclt of St, I'lllburg, at
Y{cnlock, wlthln thcr bound,s of thosc vast Saxon parlch 1t stood. Ihe
d.ate of ttre foundatlon of Srosrrlcy Church ls unloxotun. Irr token of lte
affl}1atlon, a"nd probably as a concltblon of lts orlgln, the Incumbcnt vras
taxcd ulth ert annual pernslon of 2s. pnyablc rt the fca.ot o, St. Nlcholao,
to tho rrrothcr ohurch. No ourc of soul6 vrc.nt r;lth ncvr foundatlon, vhoee
Itrcumbcrrt wao usup.lIy bcn,"ficcd (,I$,.,rhcro.
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129L, 'Ll:,c-' church of lurclrardsli.yc, 1n thc deancry of 1{enlockr l/as
t "i6.I7s.4d. per ann. \n l"t4L, the parish v,ss assessed only
tttc nlnth, iorrht' grol';lng corn hacl bcr'n dcr;froycd by tc,npcsts;
portlon of thc'parish, oling to thc povcrty of the tcne.nts, Iay

uncultlvatcd, cto. In IlJ5, thls pre.fcrmcnt ',r,ac, va.lucd at "S.5s.8d..pur ann. lcel; 7s.2dg Ior eynorlals.

Early Incu.,,lbent - lY1l1iam, Parr,:on of lurv,ardcelcg, a.bout L270,'
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