NEWSLETTER

Newsletter of theBroseley Local History Society
INCORPORATING THE WIKINSON SOCIETY

MAY 2014

MEETINGS PROGRAMME

Meetings of the Broseley Local History Society are4Jun  WoodlandWalk, Codbrookdaleled by Cadi

held on the fist Wednesday of each month at pB0 Price See pagé for details.

at the Boseley Social Club, High Street, unless 6 Jul Annual outing, Manchester Salford Quays
otherwise announced. Car parking is available at the8 Sept Floods on the river Severnby David de

back of the Club. Haan

Members arerequested to be seated by pB0to

Further details from Neil Clarke 01952 504135.
allow our speakers a prompt start.

Visitors are welcome but are asked to give a donatiolNEW MEMBERS
towards Society funds. The Society would like to welcome the following new

members:

Shane KelleherCoalbrookdale
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PREVIOUS MEETINGS Free sources and websites
. . Parish Registers
Family History Wolverhampton

. . T www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk
In February GeofHarrison spoke to the Society about | o \~ochire

how to research family history. His talk was made 1 www.lanopc.org.uk
interesting and topical by using two case studies

where he had been asked to trace the history of tw&eneral sites

soldiers.This made the whole process feel moral re www.freebmd.org.uk
rather than simply identifying what resources are https://familysearch.org

available and how to use them in a general way. www. nationalarchives.gov.uk
www.ukbmd.org.uk

www.Cw(gc.org

= =4 -8 -8

An attentive audience listened as it was explained that
there is a certain sequence that can be used to researgh - .
family history beginning with a startingomt like a ubscrlptlonspurces and websites
] ) - T  www.findmypast.co.uk
question orsomething specific you want to research. ¢ \ww.ancestry.co.uk
In the case studies used the specific thing was a war ¢ www.thegenealogist.co.uk
record but it wasnecessary to know the origin of the
individual (birth place and date) from information that Personal Visi
you can be certain of fronyour own resarch into  APPropriate local archives
primary source_zs @rtificates of .blrth, rnar.rlage or National Archives aKew for-
deathor searching the é&eralRegisterOffice index). 1 Officer records and naval records
fi Bel inahing until you have confirmed the 1 Sol dsemicesadd ension records
information for yourselfwas the message that was Medal @rds for both soldiers and officers
repeated. Once you have identified the origihghe
individual you can look at specific records. Annual Wilkinson Lecture

John Ros®f Coalportby Kate Cadman

Research into war servicecmrds probably begins
with the HABurnt Recor ds &ategGadmanh Cugaterial gffigeat Gpalpor Ching s t
during enemy bombing in WW2. Tteirviving 40%  Museum, gave the Annual Wilkinson Lecture on John

of sol di er 6line oftenconm subscriptirr eR0sg 9 a large meeting.

sites or at the National Archives where records of
officers can be researched aaatual paper documents

can be accessed

The talk began by setting the background to this era of
industrial, intellectual and social change, occurring
somewhat surprisingly in a period of war and both

There exist records of War Service (burnt records) andlitical and social instality which materially
not to ke ignored pension records which are not affected trad@ndprosperity

confined to WWI but exist for earlier service.
Although Service records are incptate Medal Cards

and National Archives Medal Rolsre complete and John Rose

any soldier who served out of UK was possibly 17721841,

entitled to two othree war service medals. Son of a local
farmer.

Soldiers who did not return but died in the service of

their country are recorded at the Commonwealth Wa By 1800

Graves Commission site, together with details of unit, Coalportwas

date of death and any memorial existing. Britain

. . largest china
Someresourcesused by Geoffwhich people doing

. . manufactory.
their own research may find useful are y
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The relationship of John Roseitiv his brother

Earliest Thomas, running a rival factory just a few yards away,

L by . partof the has always been a point of discussion, some factors

: original suggesting rivalry, others indicating some degree of

works at co-operation. The Anstice, Horton and (Thomas) Rose
Coelii factory was taken over by o Rose in 1814, and
ALY another competitor, the South Wales factory at
housing a

Nantgarw, was also removed by attracting its
developers, Billingsley and Walker, to Coalport to
work.

café and
Youth
Hostel

John Rose died in 1841. He and many othembers
John Rose, from a Scottish family, was the eldest sony e Rosdamily are buried at Baow Church.

of a farmer who moved to Swinney Farm, near

Caughley in 1771. Born in 1772 he was apprenticedt® f ul |l report on Kateds pr e
Thomas Turner at th€aughley Porcelain Works, in the next copy of the Society Journal.

setting up his own manufactory with the financial

support of Edward Blakeway at Calcutts in aroundMills onthe Linley Brook

1793, In April Steve Dewhirst gave a talk about the mills on

The establishment of a partnership with Blakeway andhe Linley Brook. The brooks source is in Barrow
John's younger brother, Richard led to the leasing oPingle near to Willey Hall and it runs roughly south
land from William Reynolds at the new town of and east until it meets tiiver Severn at Apley Forge.
Coalport to build a factory for the manufacture of Although only aboutfive miles long the brook
porcelain. Initially producing relatively simple wares, supported as many as nine mills at various times
often blue printed and similar to some of the CaughleySome of the mills drove bellows for furnaces, some
production, John Rose swiftly began to attract skilleddrove hanmers in forges andome were involved in
artists toShropshire to expand the range of china forthe production of fabric.

broader markets. In 1799 he acquired the Caughle

X/Iaps show evidence of mills on the Brook as early as
works, and its important coal reserves, from Thomas

51639. Some can still be seen today but many of them
Snave totally disappeared or can only be identified

move to the Lawns, in Broseley, the substantial house
usmg maps and an expert eye.

previously occupied by John Wilkinson.
It is difficult to believe that such a small source of

However, there were some reverses to his progress
Water supported so many mills in the past.

The original Blakeway & Rose partnership went
bankrupt, and the factory was acquired by newA full report on Steveds pr
partners, but the high esteem in which John Rose wak the next copy of the Society Journal.

held is evidenced by thfact that not only was he
appointed manager by the new owners, but that the
name of the factory was changed to Jolasd& Co. 3

ABridge overtheLinley Brook near to Nordley

Barrow
Church
where
John Rose,
his brother
and many
members
of the
Rose
family are
buried.




Quiz

Below are the answers to tldristmasquiz questions
from the last edition of Newsletter. The full quiz and | |, Tphe Angel
the answers can be found on the Broseley Loca
History Society websité

http://www.broseley.org.uk

Al

* John Wilkinson A 14.

* John Rose e The Burnt House

A 3.

* King Street

! * The Instone

« A butcher buildi.ng which
faces into the
Square, now
Harwoods
Estate Agency

A 23.
* The Hanging

Tree e Pipe Museum car

park

* Duke Street « Abraham Darby

e O Yo, e



http://www.broseley.org.uk/

Bookshop

Graham Holloxhaswritten a bookon the family and
business of John Dough & Son, brick and tile
manufacturers ofackfield. It is orsale at £5 copy. N ”

The family had a longassociation withSt Mary's % ALL SAINTS'
Church, Jackfield, andll proceeds from salesill be B BUILT 14 1845
donated to the réwration and maintenance of the THE FINEST EARLY
ChurCh. | YICTORIAN TEURCH

THE PARISH CHUACH

Copies can be obtaine
from  Graham by AN 3
contacting hinat - B

John Doughty & Son

grahamhollox@sky.corr and many more. However, his endeavoextended
beyond church design and restoration. He designed
twelve police stations, new schools and an extension
to Worcester County Prison. He also restored Sudeley
Castle and Astley Hall. Nearer Broseley he was the
architect for the new Holy Trinity Pish Church at
Dawley.

Another Iron Plague for Broseley

The Society has sponsored a further plague which hala"vey Eginton died on Ash Wednesday 1849, aged
been fixed next to the gateway into the churchyard afust 40 years. At the time of his death he held three

All Saintsé Church. | ¢ Puplig cOfficeg s he ¢ wag ¢ Coynty o Surveyqy  of
built in 1845 and is said to be the finest early Worcestershire, architect to the incorporated Society

for Building churches and Chapels fthe Worcester

district, and architect to the Worcester Diocesan
In 1842 a decision was made to build a new churchchurch Building Society.

and demolish the old church which had been built in

1716 and was dedicated to St. Leonard. This was jusPne ©of the features of his designs was the
after the Reverend Orlando Watkin Waldrester had  Ncorporation of a curious curved tail detail at the base
been inducted to the benefice 1841. He obviously of corbels supporting stone arches. They were rather
considered that the old building was in a poor stateSlUglike in form and seem to have been one of the

and that Broseley deserved something better as a frignatures of his designs. So if you come across a slug
place for the worship of God. in Broseley church you will know why it is there! The

legacy of Harvey Eginton was to provide Broseley

The architect appointed for the task of designing thewith the finest early \Gtorian Church in the County
new church was Harvey Eginton who was born inof Shropshire.

1809 and was the son of Raphael Eginton, a glass
painter living in Worcester. Harvey learned his
architectural skills simply by studying the Cathedral §
there and absorbing information from his father. He B
obtained a few commissions and was then fortunate to
gain the attention of a Wiltshire magistrate for whom &
he undertook the building of a new church and

Victorian chur@ in Shropshire.

L2

|V

designed a new school at Westbury. Another personal g
recommendation brought Eginton the prestigious S
commission for the restoration of the parish Church at _ %
StatforduporrAvon. Further ecclesiastical work E &
rapidly followedi St . Lawrenceds CE ¥ &
St . Mar yos, Kidder mi nst e rgtill rcester


mailto:grahamhollox@sky.com

Who was lWikinsonMay dRighard Sells.

A background to the new pamphlet by John Freeman

Prior to t he | at e 1990
Society was actually The Wilkinson Society, whosq
purpose wasto research and expand the available
knowledge about the extraordinary man Thomas

Tel ford called O6King o
running several different operations around the
country, The Lawns, Br os

headquarters for over B years, leading to him
referring to hi mself as
Outside industrial archaeological circles he is hardly
known to anyone, yet, as the leaflet so ably shows, hi
influence has been enormous. He wa®e of the
greatestnamesof the Industrial Revolution, in my
opinion, and the umamed third man to the Boulton
and Watt partnership.

Following Vin Callcuts Annual Wilkimg Lecture in
March 2011 Richatt Sellswas inspired to compile a
leaflet, as there was no readily accessible information
available in this form. This was no small undertaking,
as he quickly realised, as in his 80 years John
Wilkinson achieved great things, and in so many
different fields. Having known little about the man at
the start of the project, it quickly became clehat

the main challenge for Richard woulde to fit a
meaningful amount ahformation onto a double A3
leaflet!

It has been a mammoth dertaking, but the result is

WHO WAS ‘IRON-MAD’ WILKINSON?
He was the leading Ironmaster, entrepreneur and
inventor of his day who also expanded the use of

steam power.

By courtesy of The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust (IGMT)

Cannon for Trod oken

Nelson’s ship John Wilkinson's idea. coinage
Victory and See column 1 overleaf e.g Willeys see

many others
Photo by ref.8

item 16 overleaf
Photo by ref.1

John (lron-Mad) Wilkinson 1728 - 1808
* He inspired the World's first iron bridge and boat

Image by courtesy of the IGMT

* ‘King of the Ironmasters’, said Thomas Telford
* Father of the South Staffs Iron Industry

* Father of the machine tool industry

* Acclaimed for his advanced farming methods

* He was the first true industrialist and he drove
forward the early Industrial Revolution.

He is an inspiration for today’s entrepreneurs

i story
Al t hou(
i nsonds

osel eyd

an informationcrammed, but accessible introduction
to the life and achievements oétbreat man, which |
hope will serve to interest and inspire any readers to
further research and exploration.

The new pamphletritten by Richard Sedl and
produced by the society gonjunction with Freemans
of Telford Ltd

Summer Walk Wednesday 4 June

| am sure you will enjoy reading the leaflet, and if Thi
further copies are required, for either yourself, a Wednesday4"

professional body or organisation pleasentact me
at the address below, with sae.

S

year 6 sk willu takee place vwoa |
June. The walk will begin at the
Severn Gorge Countryside Trust Centre, Darby Road,
Coalbrookdale at 7.30pm.

The walk will be led by Cadi Price, the Community

John Freeman

Freemans of Telford Ltd. Heslop, Halesfield, 21
Telford TF7 4PA.

Development
Countiyside Trust who has a great knowledge of the
area.

Officer for the

Severn

Gorge

We shall walk from the office through the woods
above the Coalbrookdale Arboretum and down



towards the Coalbrookdale Museum. From there we
shall make our way back up to the Centre.

Cadi is providing transport in the Tréstminibus
from the Coalbrookda and Ironbridge Community
Centre for those who do not wish to climb the hill
back to the Centre.

Once back in the Centre light refreshments will be
served and this will be followed by Cadi giving a
presentation about the work of the Trust aitsl

various projects. A mould for a vase photographed for cataloguing

The collection is being temporarillgoused in Little
For those who do not wish to take part in the walk it iS\yeriock at a friend of Jim CoopeWhen making the
suggested that they arrive at the centre about 8.30pRove to Little Wenlock it was noticed that some of
in time for refreshment and the presentation. the objects were either in a very poor condition or of
no real relevance to the society. With this in mind it
was decided to catalogusl of the items so thaa
Rosemary Clegg, one of our members, haeuablen  decision could be made on what to keep and preserve.
a great deal of research to find information abOUtSeveral working parties have taken place over the last
those who served in the First World War and whose

. . few months to help catalogue the collection. Each
names are recorded on memorials in Broseley.

i . (ljtem has been photographed, numbered and given a
cemetery. Some of the men were invalided home an . . .
. . dFSCI’IptIOI’l. Once thiprocess is completed new
died at a later date and in some cases the names

: . : ome can be found for this fascinating collection.
those who were lost during the war were inscribed on
family memorials. These names are in addition tolf anybody wants to know more about the cataloguing,
those whose names are recorded on the War Memori@an help out or could possibly even offer a home to
in the centre of Broseley. We hope to display a greathe collection then contact Jim Coopen 01952
deal of this information in the exhibition. 505442 or e.mail jim.lydebrook@btinternet.com

Exhibition to commemorate the start of WW1

Sociey Artefacts Broseley Pipe Museum

The Ironbridge Gorge Museums are looking to recruit
new volunteer guides at Broseley Pipeworks, a
museum that tells the story of clay tobacco
pipemaking in tk famous Shropshire town.

The Society haggaineda number of artefacts over the
years from various sources. Until recently this
collection was housed in a stovem atthe Jackfield
Tile museum Due to developments at th€ile
Museum the Society needs to find a new home for it:Volunteers are needed to offer guiding services to
artefacts. visitors to Broseley Pipeworks and to help bring alive
Busy cataloguing artefact Little Wenlock the atmosphere and history of the former clay pipe
' factory which closed in the 1950s and is now a time
capsule of a curiousraft.

For more information about all volunteering
opportunities at The Ironbridge Gorge Museums
contact Richard Gough on 01952 601044 or
richard.gough@ironbridge.org.uk



mailto:jim.lydebrook@btinternet.com
mailto:richard.gough@ironbridge.org.uk

