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    (Top) the Tablet erected inside Shifnal Saint Andrews Church in memory 
     Of Richard Mountford.Manager of Wrockwardine Wood Glasshouse. 
    The Wrockwardine Wood Rectory originally built as the Glasshouse 
     Managers House in 1806.The house still stands today. 
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Early Beginnings at Blower Park 
 
This Booklet on the history of Broad and Bottle Glass production in East Shropshire since 
the late 16th Century shows how Shropshire played a vital part in the history of glass 
production, a part that is generally ascribed only to the Counties of Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire, particularly the Stourbridge and Kingswinford areas. 
 
Shropshire Glassmaking was stimulated by men from outside the county, namely families of 
French Lorrainers, Tyzack, Henzey, Tittery, Bongar and Cockery, moved from Wisborough 
Green and surrounding areas in the County of Sussex to an area known as Bishops Wood 
which lies between Eccleshall in Staffordshire and Market Drayton in Shropshire and is in 
the Diocese of Lichfield. (1) The Parish Registers of Eccleshall, and Cheswardine, near 
Market Drayton, Shropshire show specific records of Frenchmen moving into the area, the 
earliest being the baptism at Eccleshall of Peregrinus Henzey on the 28th of October 1586. 
Most of these references clearly indicate sites at Knowle Wood and Blore (or Blower) Park  
about 4 miles from Eccleshall where once stood a medieval village and where an adjoining 
castle was the residence for the Bishops of Lichfield. (2) 
 
It was at Blower Park and Knowle Wood that glass production in Shropshire first appeared. 
Window glass and crude Bottle Glass was produced, possibly for the Bishop of Lichfield.(3) 
Although the prominent families of Henzey, Tyzack and Tittery seemingly set up a 
glasshouse in June 1585, the Henzey’s subsequently left the Cheswardine area for a new 
location at Blithfield , about 20 miles way, tempted,  it seems, by better prospects. 
 
However, two new French families arrived at Blower Park, namely those of de Bigo and De 
Houx who carried on production there until about 1609, when the Cheswardine parish 
register records the burial of Moses de Howe, a  Frenchman.It is possible that the  glassworks 
existed for some time after that, although it is doubtful whether it was any longer producing 
glass. The final reference to a glasshouse is dated 11th October 1639 when Constance 
Williams “of the Glasshouse” was buried at Cheswardine. 
 
 The Henzeys, meanwhile continued glass production at Blithfield, but after only 14 months   
on 22nd August 1586, Ambrose Henzey died, leaving Edward Henzey to carry on production 
there until 1602, when it seems he returned to Sussex with his wife Sarah. He later came 
back to Staffordshire,however,when he died in 1621 he is described in his Will as 
“Glassmaker of Amblecote in the Parish of Old Swinford,Staffordshire.” 
 
Mansell’s 1615 Patent 
During the period 1592 to 1615 the monopoly on the English Glass Trade, including  
Shropshire,  had been in the hands of Sir Jerome Bowes,  but in 1615 it was transferred to Sir 
Robert Mansell, who had gained his knighthood at Cadiz in 1596, and who later from 1606-
1610 commanded the Narrow Seas Fleet.  
 
In 1615, now Vice-Admiral,Mansell took out a glass Patent which was attacked in 
Parliament in 1621. (4) The Patent established that coal could be used as an alternative fuel     
for  glassmaking  instead  of  the  charcoal  which  used up large numbers of trees. 
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  The Lorrainers in Shropshire and Staffordshire heard of this through the extensive 
experiments carried out into the industrial use of pit coal on Lord Dudley’s land at 
Kingswinford. However neither Lord Dudley or Paul Tyzack, head of the Tyzack Lorrainers,  
applied for monopoly at that time, preferring to wait until the processes had been perfected. 
Mansell, however, with the Navy in mind, gave his full support to the patent which would 
lead to the saving of much wood for use in the King’s fleet. 
 
 In December 1615 the Henzey’s had journeyed from Sussex to join the Tyzacks at Old 
Swinford. Interestingly, one of the Lorrainers working under Tyzack at Colemans 
Glassworks was a man Abraham Bigo (born 1585). In November 1617 Bigo left Colemans 
and set up his own works for manufacturing green drinking glasses on the Isle of Purbeck, 
near Portland in Dorset. However, on the 10th July 1621 the Privy Council took out a warrant 
for Bigo’s arrest as he seemed to be non-compliant with the Kings ban, and owed 3 years rent 
to Mansell. Abraham Bigo ignored the order and went to Ireland, where he carried on glass 
production in Kings County  . (6) 
 
Expansion in  Kingswinford 
In 1658 Colemans Glassworks was destroyed by fire. It was at this time that, in order to raise 
money to rebuild the glassworks,Paul Tyzack entered into a contract with three men- 
Abraham Bigo II (b.1612), Zechariah Tyzack, his cousin, and Robert Foley, a wealthy local 
Ironmaster.  By 1666, Tyzack, Bigo and Foley were partners in a Glasshouse at Withymoor 
near Amblecote producing window and bottle glass on a site held on lease from Henry Grey 
of Enville, Staffordshire. However, Foley’s fruitful Ironworks located in the rich coal  seams  
at  Wombridge in Shropshire held the interest of  Bigo  as a possible site for further 
expansion. Surface Coal was in plentiful supply there, and this was desirable.(7) 
 
The parish registers of Old Swinford show that Abraham Bigo had a son, a son, the third 
Abraham, baptised on 9th December 1655, who was to re-ignite Broad and Bottle glass 
production after 60 years of dormancy. In 1676 Abraham III and his father moved their 
interest to Snedshill, near Oakengates in Shropshire, where they set up a glasshouse in an old 
farm building.Here they produced window glass,using the hand cylinder process,and dark 
green glass bottles for the wine trade. This move of Abraham II and his son coincided with 
the break up of Bigo’s partnership with Tyzack and Henzey in Coleman’s Glassworks in 
1677.(8) 
  
The source of the raw materials for the Snedshill glassworks is not documented, but there is  
reason to believe that, because of the business links between Foley and Bigo, “Scoria of 
Forges”, or slag came from Foley’s Iron Mill at Wombridge about a mile distant.Chalk may 
of come from Preston upon the Weald Moors and sand from Wombridge or Ketley, although 
we cannot be certain of the latter.  
 
Coal fuel for production could also of come from local sources, perhaps the pits of Richard 
Hartshorne, Master Collier of nearby Coalpit Bank, Wombridge, or from Richard Ball of 
Quobb Lane,who was mining coal at Mumporn Green,Snedshill from 1st December 1671.(9) 
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Little is known of the exact site of the Snedshill glassworks,other that it was on the 
Oakengates side of Shifnal parish. No documents or accounts have survived,but what is 
certain is that window and bottle glass production continued for at least 20 years, for John 
Houghton’s periodic “Husbandry of Trade” of 15th May 1696 confirms that production was 
in progress that year.(10) 
 
The baptisms of six children of Abraham Bigo III and Cicely his wife appear in the Register 
of St Andrews Church, Shifnal: Orlando 1683,Phillip 1684, Elizabeth 1686, Mary 1691, 
Alice 1693 and Sarah 1699.(11) An interesting insight into the life of the Bigo family has 
emerged through the recent discovery of Wrockwardine Poor Law documents, which show 
that on 30th December 1713, Abraham Bigo of Oakengates,Gentleman, stood surety for £100 
in the matter of a bastard child expected by Elizabeth Motterham of Bunbury,Cheshire, the 
father of which was claimed to be Orlando Bigo, Abraham’s eldest son.(12) 
 
Abraham Bigo’s Will is dated 3rd February 1729, and his Inventory dated 27th April 1730 
taken by John Watkiss and John Hill, amounts to the value of £4.19s.6d, including the 
contents of a Brewhouse and Buttery, left to his children.(13)Cicely Bigo, his wife, was buried 
at Shifnal on 31st March 1727, and Abraham was buried also at Shifnal, on 12th March 1729. 
Orlando Bigo, Abraham’s eldest son, was buried at Shifnal as a “Pauper of Oakengates” on 
9th March 1741. 
 
The Batchelor Family 
Another family who had been linked with the original Lorrainers and whose mark was left on 
the history of Salopian glassmaking was the Batchelor family. In 1691, Benjamin Batchelor, 
a glassmaker from Amblecote was granted demise of the Dennis Glassworks at Amblecote 
for 999 years. Here they produced bottles and drinking glasses. In 1697 an Elisha Batchelor 
along with Ananias Henzey, presented an appeal for the repeal of the excise which had been 
introduced by the Glass Act of 1695, and which is believed to have brought about the end of 
production at Snedshill. (14 ) 
 
On 1st May 1703, Elijah, Humphrey and Benjamin Batchelor Sr. became members of one of 
the first cartels in England. They, along with Ananias, John and Joshua Henzey and Samuel, 
William and Edward Tyzack, pledged to supply Benjamin Perrot, a merchant of Bristol with 
bottles for the export trade. The Bristol Port Records in 1706 show that their trade was 
extensive. For example, the records for 7th February 1706 show that Henry Tyzack sent 2,400 
English glass bottles and 2,100 drinking glasses down the Severn to Bristol, on 5th March 
3,000 bottles and 1,200 glasses, and on 30th April 1,200 glasses. Further entries show a total 
of over 20,000 bottles were exported through this cartel from Bristol, including in 1706 three 
shipments to Jamaica. The cartel supplied Perrot at Bristol from 1703 to 1714. (15) 
 
Benjamin Batchelor Sr had Married Sarah Hartland at Sedgley, Staffordshire on 25th July 
1702, and they had 4 children baptised there: Elizabeth, baptised 27th January 1703; Mary, 
baptised  7th April 1706; Sarah, baptised 1st April 1705 and Benjamin, baptised 22nd April 
1711.  
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After 1714 Benjamin Sr. seems to have fallen into financial difficulties and nine years later, 
on 24th of August 1723, the London Gazette published his insolvency.From that year the 
Dennis Glassworks which had seen such industry from 1703-1714 reverted to a Mr Benjamin 
Bradley whose father Thomas had been involved with the Dennis concern back in 1691, and 
the cartel seems to have broken up. 
 
However, Benjamin Batchelor Sr. was not finished. In about 1722 he came with family to 
Broseley, Shropshire, to a site owned by George Weld on the Willey estate, and in 1723 took 
a lease for a glasshouse to produce bottles and some flint glass, again with the Bristol export 
trade in mind. Unfortunately no documentation for the works or details regarding the supply 
of materials appear to have survived. 
 
Benjamin Batchelor Jr had married Sarah Bradeney at Penn, Staffordshire on the 8th 
December 1729 and later on 25th February 1732 the records of St Leonards Church, 
Broseley, show the baptism of their daughter Mary, followed by Sarah on 6th August 1734 
and Benjamin on 11th August 1736. However, by 19th February 1742 the Forester Estate 
papers reveal a lease of surrender of the Glasshouse, stating that the “works is in a ruined 
state, the annealing furnace is defective”. Furthermore, George Weld failed to locate 
Batchelor, who appears to have absconded with his family and gone into hiding at London 
Docks. Weld could not produce his copy of the deed and it was therefore agreed to produce 
an entirely new lease which could be indorsed in cancellation, with a person appointed to 
watch Batchelor’s interests, if indeed he had any.Batchelor, however, did not reappear, and it 
can be estimated that the Broseley Glassworks was in production from 1723 to about 1738, a 
period of around 15 years. 
 
 
The influence of John Pidcock 
The fall of Benjamin Batchelor coincided with the death in 1738 of one of his former cartel 
partners, Joshua Henzey, which marked the end of the Stourbridge Henzeys who had given 
such impetus to English glassmaking. Since Joshua died without issue his real and personal 
estate went to his nephew, John Pidcock (1717-1791). Pidcock initially went into partnership 
with John Goodwin, but the partnership ended in 1747. From that time Pidcock became the 
sole proprietor of the Dial glassworks, one of the chief bottle producing glassworks at Old 
Swinford. The works was positioned close to the Canal on the corner of Brettel Lane and 
relocated from its original position in 1788. (18) 
 
 
At this time a young man named Richard Mountford ( born in Lye on 6th September 1771 son 
the Richard Mountford and Ann nee Collins) was working as under-manager for  Pidcock at 
the Dial.(19) There Mountford gained valuable experience in bottlemaking which was soon to 
benefit Shropshire glassmaking. John Pidcock died on 8th November 1791, and for a time the 
Dial works carried on under the ownership of his sons Thomas, Robert and John Pidcock 
Jr.(20) 
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The development at Wrockwardine Wood 
Meanwhile in the North-East Shropshire Coalfield the glassmaking industry was about to 
ignite for in October 1791 the Ironmasters William and Joseph Reynolds proposed to their 
Coalbrookdale partners that they should be associated with William Phillips of Donnington 
Wood in a glasshouse project  near the Donnington   and Wrockwardine Wood boundary.(21) 
 
The Coalbrookdale partners rejected the scheme, but the Reynolds brothers went ahead on 
their own account with Phillips and signed articles of agreement in July 1792.(22) The 
Glassworks at Wrockwardine Wood opened for business on the 6th August 1792 with many 
men of Stourbridge brought in as a labour force.(23) Three days later, on 9th August,  William 
Phillips, who from December 1790 had managed the Donnington Wood Furnaces on a salary 
of £127 per annum, married Ann Moss Taylor at St Peters Church, Wrockwardine. 
 
The following year, in Old Swinford on 17th December 1793, the 21 year old Richard 
Mountford married Mary Willetts, daughter of Thomas Willets of Stourbridge. Mountford’s 
immediate involvement with Wrockwardine Wood is not certain, as  it is likely that he could 
still have been working out any contractual obligations he may have had with the Pidcock 
family at the Dial. 
 
In his reminiscences,Richard Mountford Deeley, a relative of Richard Mountford, notes that 
there were two cones at the new glassworks,one for window,or Broad glass, and a slightly 
smaller one for bottle glass.(24) It is,however,likely that Broad glass production was reduced 
after 1794,when Pitt introduced a tax of eight pence on every foot of window glass. (25) 
Before that the works could well have been a major supplier of glass for the housing projects 
of the Reynolds brothers at Ketley,Horsehay,Madeley,Wrockwardine and Donnington Wood. 
The main emphasis then moved to the production of Bottle glass on the Nailsea,Bristol style, 
especially dark green bottles for the Bristol/Bordeaux wine trade, along with Door 
Stops,Rolling Pins and novelty items such as striped glass walking sticks, described as 
having a corkscrew twist halfway up, with coloured centres.Unusual glass baskets with 
eartherware bases were also made. (26)  
  
Raw materials from the outset brought association with Stourbridge, as it is believed the 
works used a combination of Stourbridge clay for its crucibles,along with ground refractory 
brick from Horsehay Clay Mills.(27 Refractory Bricks measuring 28x15x9 inches also came 
from Horsehay via the Shropshire Canal system and slag from the Donnington Wood 
furnaces managed by Phillips.Around 1805 Black Rock alkaline stone from Lord Cravens 
land at Little Dawley is believed to have been used for abrasive glass-cutting wheels. 
Alkaline soda ash came from the Wombridge Suphuric Acid works managed by John Biddle 
(1776-1846), but from 1799 it is reported that Reynolds was frustrated by excise laws when 
wanting to make better use of this local source of pumped brine. (28)  
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Limestone came in from the mines at Church Aston and Lilleshall via the newly opened 
branch of the Donnington Wood Canal at Hughes Bridge.Sand containing silica was heated 
with alkali soda ash to about 900 degrees Celsius and limestone gradually added to reduce 
the melting point of the silica from 1800 to 900 degrees.Limestone also acted as a stabilizing 
agent and prevented the absorption of water, and helped to harden the glass. All three 
components were heated in the coal-fired furnaces.(29) 
 
It has been suggested that, in an attempt to avoid toll charges for transporting materials 
across the Wombridge Canal, a tunnel or underground walkway was constructed by William 
Reynolds,leading underneath the canal from the basement of the Manager’s house. Evidence 
of such a tunnel,or walkway of some kind,was last seen by Mrs Joy Minshall,widow of the 
late Revd Howard Minshall,vicar of Wrockwardine Wood. The old Manager’s house was 
built in 1806,however,after the death of Reynolds in 1803.It may be that an underground way 
was constructed later for convenience or storage.During the heavy rain of August 2000, a 
tunnel opened up in the garden of the Rectory,which has since been filled by the 
occupants.(30) 
 
Mountford,Biddle & Cope 
The first reference to Richard Mountford as being in Shropshire appears in Eddoes Salopian 
Journal dated 10th July 1798 when,described as “Yeoman of Donnington Wood”, he is 
reported to be summoned to appear on 18th July at the Quarter Sessions,along with a 
glassman named Richard Cooper of Wrockwardine Wood. 
 
The earliest mention of the involvement of William Henry Copein the glassworks partnership 
is in a lease dated 24th November 1802 concerning land at “The Moss,Wrockwardine Wood, 
east of Cockpit Yard” leased from John Ball with the purpose of replacing an old dwelling 
with two new properties. At that time it states Cope is from Bordesley, near Redditch. (31) 
 
The death of William Reynolds in 1803 left some uncertainty regarding the future of the 
works.  In 1806 Allen Pickering of Moss Farm and owner of land on which the Glasshouse 
stood, sold the Shares of Reynolds to John Bishton of Kilsall, who had already gained 
ownership of the Donnington Wood Furnaces which he had incorporated in the Lilleshall 
Company in 1802.(32)   
 
On 14th June 1806 William Amphlett, farmer of Wrockwardine Wood leased land to a Clerk 
of the Glassworks, Benjamin Getley, who had been baptised at Bromsgrove, Worcs, on 13th 
January 1799, the son of William and Ann Getley. The land was leased to erect a brick 
messuage which we believe became the Manager's house and later the Rectory, so it would 
have been from this time that any tunnel was constructed.(33) 
 
After the death of William Reynolds in 1803, Richard Mountford, with partners John Biddle, 
a young chemist from, Birmingham (born 1776), and William Henry Cope of Stourbridge, 
took ownership of the Glassworks.(34)  Prior to 1803, Biddle, using his chemistry skills, had 
been involved in the development and management of a Sulphuric Acid works at Wombridge  
which is believed to have been within a mile of the glassworks.  
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William Henry Cope was born at Deritend, Birmingham in 1787, and on 7th January 1811 he 
married Sarah Willetts, second daughter of Thomas Willetts of Stourbridge, at St. Peters, 
Wrockwardine, thus becoming the brother-in-law of Richard Mountford.  Cope remained at 
Wrockwardine Wood with his wife until, on 20th December 1814, he left Mountford and 
Biddle and entered into partnership with John Pidcock Junior back at the  Dial Glasshouse in 
Old Swinford.(35)  Although many believed that Cope had retired, his move to the Dial is 
confirmed in Leonard Hill's book "Broad Glass to Cut Crystal", which states that "Mr. Cope 
from Wrockwardine" moved in at the Dial in the early years of the 19th Century.(36)  
Intestingly, the London Gazetteon 20th August 1816 reports that John Pidcock Jr. had 
terminated his partnership with his brothers George and John Henry on 18th October 1814, 
two months before Cope left Wrockwardine. 
 
The general slump after the end of the Napoleonic Wars brought about the closure for a time 
of the Wrockwardine Glassworks.  Something of its status at the time is reflected in the 
correspondence of Miss Sparrow, who, writing from Wrockwardine in November 1816 notes 
that "depression has caused a large Glassworks ...at Donnington Wood to closed down".(37) 
 
Mountford's Diversification 
Although this must have proved a difficult time for Richard Mountford, he may have gained 
some consolation from the inheritance of an estate from William Clement, a Shrewsbury 
banker, in January 1816.(38) 
 
On the 9th October, 1816, during the closure, Allen Pickering,  who owned land on which the 
works was situated, died, leaving two-thirds ownership of the works property to his mother, 
Sarah, (nee Oliver, d. 1832).(39)  Mountford stayed on as tenant, but his situation must have 
seemed precarious.  It is possible that at this time the uncertainty for the future of the 
glassworks encouraged him to became involved with investment in the Ketley Company.   
 
Mountford's lawyer and friend, Christopher Eighan, of Newdale, was Clerk to the Ketley 
Ironworks.  (Indeed Wellington, All Saints, Parish Register shows Mountford as signatory at 
Eighan's marriage to Mary Wells on 31st August 1812.)  Thus Mountford's knowledge of the 
situation at Ketley would be far from scanty, and the urgency of the need for investment at 
Ketley is seen in James Loch's letter to the Duke of Sutherland of 16th January 1816, where 
he states "(Joseph) Reynold's lease is due to run out in a few months", and a further letter of 
1816 tells us "there are 800 paupers in Wellington parish and nearly the same in Wombridge 
due to state of trade...".(40) 
 
On 16th July 1817 Eddowes Salopian Journal advertised the sale of £20 shares in a new plan 
of ownership of the Ketley Furnaces.  The new business was to be called the "Ketley Union 
Iron and Coal Company" and Richard Mountford bought shares, along with Henry Williams, 
Civil Engineer, of Hadley Lodge, William Hombersley of Ketley, Benjamin Shakeshaft of 
Leegomery, William Lawley of Wellington and Robert Ogle of Preston on the Weald Moors.  
By March 1818 Loch wrote "I went to Ketley, Reynolds has gone. The new Company have 
built 2 new furnaces".(41) 
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At this time Mountford's involvement with the Glassworks at Wrockwardine Wood may 
have been limited, since the Lilleshall Company survey of 1st June 1822 lists ownership 
under "Biddle and Cope", which may indicate that Mountford's main interest at that time was 
with the Ketley Company, with some interest also in Tin mines in Cornwall.  The survey 
shows the glassworks site as consisting of several plots, including 2 houses and 3 gardens, 
covering 16 perches, with the Glasshouse itself surrounded by a supply roadway extending to 
2r.25p.(42) 
 
In about 1825 Mountford renewed his business aquaintance with Biddle and Cope, as they 
re-established the Bank in Market Place, Shifnal, which had belonged to Thomas, William 
and Beriah Botfield.(43)  The new partnership, Biddle, Mountford, Pidcock & Cope, included 
John Pidcock Jr., son of the former glassmaster with whom Mountford had worked as a 
young man.  In the Eddowes Salopian Journal of 31st March 1830, featuring an 
embezzlement trial, "Benjamin Robinson v Mountford, Biddle & Cope, bankers of Shifnal", 
William Henry Cope is indicated as living in Stourbridge, and in fact it is known that he was 
living at Holbeach House, just north of Kingswinford. 
 
The 1831 census of Wrockwardine Wood(44) shows that there were then sixteen glassworkers 
living in that area, and others were living in the Teagues Lane and Newfield area of 
Wombridge, for which the census has not survived. The 1841 Census,(45) however, shows 
only seven glassworkers (five blowers, one maker and one packer).  This illustrates the 
gradual decline of the works which was originally believed to have employed about 30 
people. 
 
A letter written by John Horton from Priorslee Hall on 31st July 1841 reveals the plight of 
the works - "destroyed by late measures of the Government, no glass having been made at 
Wrockwardine Wood since January last.  Messrs. Biddle and Co. will give notice at 
Michaelmas next to give up the works.  The building is of no value except the materials when 
bricks are taken down...".  A further letter, of the same date, states "Wrockwardine Wood out 
of use and in ruins. Under the circumstances the rent of £25 each per cone could not be 
paid".(46)  On the 27th September 1841 Richard Mountford received the final notice to quit 
and the works closed down.(47) 
Mountford died just four months later on the 23rd January, 1842, of Bronchitis, at Park 
House, Shifnal, with William Cope "present at the death".(48)  The Shrewsbury Chronicle of 
4th February records "At Shifnal on Saturday 29th January, the remains of our respected 
magistrate and townsman Richard Mountford Esquire were conveyed to the tomb. The shops 
in the town were closed all day and many of the tradesmen joined the procession to testify 
their regard and love for so kind a friend and neighbour".  By his Will he made provision for 
all his family, including his elderly mother Ann and his brother Thomas, although Mountford 
himself was without issue. Among other bequests he also left £250 to the children of his 
partner at Ketley, Henry Williams, whom he described as his "dear and respected friend".(49) 
 
In 1842, after Mountford's death, William Henry Cope became partner with Edwin Deeley 
and Thomas Parish at Holloway End Glassworks near Kingswinford.  By 1845 the firm 
operated as Cope, Deeley and Parish, listing its wares as "Bottles, Crown and coloured 
glass".  
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 However, in 1846 trade was very lean and Cope decided to retire from the glass business.(50) 
although he retained his interests as an Ironmaster, Banker and Magistrate. In 1849 Richard 
Mountford Deeley, nephew of Richard Mountford, bought Cope's share in the works for 
£2,048.10s. Cope continued as owner of the Dial Glassworks, but the Deeleys rented the 
works from him.(51) 
 
Since September 1841 and the closure of the Wrockwardine Wood Glassworks, there have 
been no glassworks producing window or bottle glass in Shropshire. From the late 1840s 
bottle production continued mainly in the Kingswinford area.  
 
This study was undertaken to mark the presence of Shropshire in the cluster of sites that 
make up the rich history of glass production, and it is hoped that the names of men such as 
Abraham Bigo, Benjamin Batchelor, and Richard Mountford will be remembered as 
significant in that story.  
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 A LIST  WORKERS AT WROCKWARDINE WOOD GLASSHOUSE 

 
1/ Edward Cooper    
Edward Cooper was a Glassmaker who lived atWrockwardine Wood in 1817. Their son 
James Was baptised at Wombridge on 18th July 1817. A letter from Benjamin Getley 
Clerk of the Works dated 5th July 1833 states that Edward Cooper had been taken ill on 
11th June 1833 and is very Ill. The letter describes  Edward as forty years old, wife 
Mary has a Girl 6 years old and a boy fourteen (probably James) who has gone to 
Staffordshire as a Collier.  
 
2/ John Cooper   
John Cooper was a Bricklayer who is first mentioned in a document Reference SRO 
P316/L/8/133 dated 1789 and shows him working as a Bricklayer at the Glassworks. 
 
3/ Richard Cooper   
Richard Cooper was a Glasssblower/Maker.He is first mention in the Eddoes Salopian 
Journal  of 10th July 1798 when he is ordered to report to the Quarter Sessions with 
Richard Mountford. Richard Married Susanna and they had a daughter Anna Maria born 
1827 when they were living at Trench.           
        
4/ Thomas Cooper 
Thomas Cooper was a Glassblower/Maker who lived with his wife Elizabeth lived at 
Stoney Hill in 1823-29. Thomas and Elizabeth had the following children:-John 
baptised Wombridge30th November 1823, Thomas baptised St Georges 3rd September 
1826,Edward baptised St Georges 31st May 1829. 

    
5/ William Cooper 

 William Cooper was a Glass blower 
 
6/ James Cox   
James Cox was a Glassmaker and Labourer. Born Kettlebury, Middlesex c 1801 The 1841 
Census reveals James and his wife Anne (b1801 Staffs). After the closure of the Glassworks 
James appears on the 1851 Census as a Beerseller at Teagues Lane,Wombridge. 
  
7/ William Dean 
William Dean was a Glassblower.Mentioned in a 1788 Apprentice Indenture as born at 
Blymhill. William married Elizabeth and they lived at Trench Lane. and they had a 
daughter Elizabeth who was baptised at St Georges on the 11th July 1813. 

 
8/ William Hayles        
William Hayles was a Glassmaker who in 1823 with his wife Harriet lived at Stoney 
Hill William/Harriet had a son Henry baptised at St Georges Church on  9th December 
1823. 
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9/ James Jones    
James Jones was a Glassblower/Maker who was born in  1791, not in the County of 
Shropshire The 1841 Census shows James Jones at Trench Aged 50 years living with 
wife his Elizabeth and children Marianne born 1821, James born 1821, Isaac born 1826, 
Robert born 1832 and Jane born 1836. Jane was baptised 29th August 1822 and Isaac 
20th June 1828 both at Wombridge. They also had a son James was baptised at St 
Georges on 7th May 1820, Joseph baptised at St Georges 20th February 1825 and 
William baptised 7th January 1813 at St Georges whilst parents were living at Stoney 
Hill. 
 
10/ Edras Moy  
Edras Moy was a Labourer at the Works.Born 1777 at Stourbridge the son of Harry 
Moy. He appears On a WrockwardineSettlement Examination dated 1824. He also 
appears on the 1831 Census of Wrockwardine Wood 
 
11/ Benjamin Padgett             
Benjamin Pagett was a Glassmaker/Blower b1770 Amblecote,Staffordshire. The 1851 
Census  reveals Benjamin and his wife Rebecca at Teagues Lane,Wombridge. Where he 
Is recorded as a Retired Glassmaker Aged 80 years.Benjamin/Rebecca had a  
daughter Sarah baptised At Wombridge on the 24th of October 1824 and a son Benjamin 
baptised 3rd July 1821 at Wombridge. 
    
12/ John Padgett    
John Padgett was a Glassblower. He married Sarah and they had a daughter Emma 
baptised at St Georges on 24th February 1812. 
 
13/ Thomas Padget    
Thomas Pagett was a Glassblower/Maker.Thomas and his wife Ann lived at 
Donnington Wood in 1829. In 1829 a letter from Benjamin Getley Clerk tells us 
Thomas Padgett has been put in Stafford Prison for non-payment of a bond for a child 
bore to him by Jane Hatton,the child soon died Thomas served an apprenticeship with 
Mountford and Biddle at Wrockwardine.Thomas and Ann had the following children:- 
Samuel baptised At St Georges on 1st October 1826,Thomas baptised St Georges 2nd 
August 1829 and John baptised 11th March 1822 at Wrockwardine Wood Primitive 
Methodist Chapel. 
 
 14/ William Padgett Senior 
 William Pagett Senior was a Glassblower.Born 1786,not in the county of 
Shropshire.The 1841 Census shows William Padgett with his wife Martha 55 years (Not 
from Shropshire)living at Trench Lane with the following children:- Catherine baptised 
St Georges on 11th May 1823,Richard baptised 28th November 1813 at St Georges and a 
son Moses born about 1821. 
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15/ William Padgett Junior  
 William Pagett was a Packer born about 1801 in Shropshire. He married Jane and on 
the1841 Census he is living at Stoney Hill.William/Jane had the following Children:- 
Ann born 1826 Richard born 1830;Catherine born 1833;Marianne born 1834,Eliza born 
1836;Thomas born 1839 Emma born 1840 and  William born 1821. 
 
16/ Joseph Peters                      
Joseph Peters was a Glassmaker. he is mentioned in a Poor Law Letter dated 7th October 
1831 When apparently he had recently buried his wife and this left him with 5 children 
 
17/ George Steventon   
George Steventon was a Glassmaker.He Married Sarah and they lived at Stoney Hill. 
George and Sarah had the following children:- Richard baptised at St Georges 28th April 
1820.Timothy Baptised at St Georges 11th September 1825. 
 
18/ Benjamin Taylor  
Benjamin Taylor was a Glassmaker 
 
19/ George Taylor                
George Taylor was a Glassblower/Maker born 1781 outside the county of Shropshire 

 
20/ James Taylor Junior   
James Taylor Junior was a Glassmaker.He lived at Newfield,Wombridge with his wife 
Susannah. James/Susannah had the following children:-John baptised Wombridge on 
28th September 1826 And William baptised Wombridge 20th July 1828.James appears 
as a three year old child on the22nd June 1809 Settlement Examination as the son of 
James and Ann Taylor.      
 
21/ James Taylor               
James Taylor was a Glasmaker/Blower who was baptised on 1st October 1769 at 
Kingswinford son of James/Mary Taylor. A settlement examination of Wrockwardine 
Poor Law  dated  22nd June 1809 shows James moving into the Wrockwardine Wood 
area with his wife Ann and children Sarah 13 years old,Mary Ann 11yrs, Ann 
11yrs,Rebecca 9yrs James 3 yrs and Richard 1 year.The 1841 Census shows James 
living at Glass House Row Aged 70 with his wife Ann Aged 65 years. James Taylor 
died at Wrockwardine Wood and was Buried at Wrockwardine Wood Church on the18th 
of April 1858 Aged 88 years. 
 
22/ Richard Taylor    
Richard Taylor was a Glassblower the son of James Taylor who moved into 
Wrockwardine Wood After 22nd June 1809. Richard was 1 year old on the Settlement 
Examination and followed his father into the glass industry. Richard died quite young 
and was Buried at Wrockwardine Wood Church on the14th of January 1848. Aged 39 
years. The 1841 Census finds Richard Taylor at Trench Lane Aged 30 years with his 
wife Margaret and three children Emma born 1828, Anne born 1831 and Richard born 
1834. 
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23/ William Taylor         
William Taylor was a Glassblower / Maker.He lived with his wifeMary at Stoney 
Hill.William and Mary had the following children:-William baptised Wombridge on 
29th August 1818,Thomas baptised St Georges 22nd October 1822,Joseph baptised St 
Georges 27th August 1820,George baptised St Georges10th April 1825 and Charles 
baptised St Georges 21st October 1832. 
 
24/ Authur Wildsmith  
Arthur Wildsmith was a Labourer at the Works.Born in 1831 son of Thomas and Sarah 
Wildsmith. It would appear that Arthur was the son from Thomas Wildsmiths second 
marriage. 
 
25/ Thomas Wildsmith                
Thomas Wildsmith was a Cratemaker at the Works.He married Sarah and lived at 
Wrockwardine Wood. Thomas and Sarah Wildsmith had the following children:-Mary 
baptised St Georges 12th August 1821, John baptised St Georges 9th September 1827 
 
26/ William Wright    
William Wright was a Glassblower born 1789 in Wombridge as the son of James & 
Sarah Wright William married Sarah Harper  at Wrockwardine on 10th October 1808. 
The 1841 Censusshows William Wright living at Trench Lane Aged 50 years, with wife 
Sarah Aged 60yrs who was born in Stourbridge in 1778.William and Sarah had a son 
William baptised at St Georges on 27th June 1813 when they were living at Trench 
Lane. 
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     Benjamin Getley.Clerk of Wrockwardine Wood Glassworks 
 

 
Benjamin Getley was baptised at Bromsgrove on 13th January 1779 as the son 

of William Getley and his wife Ann.He married his first wife Mary c 1800. 
Benjamin and Mary had 13 children before her death and burial at St Georges 
church in 1833  when she was aged 52.On 16th January 1821 a Farmer named  
William Amphlett leased land to him to build a messuage at Wrockwardine Wood. 
The Children of Benjamin and Mary were:- William,baptised 16th September 1804 
at Wombridge, Sarah, baptised 13th April 1806,Wombridge, Hannah Evers, baptised 
28th February 1808,Wombridge, Edward, baptised 4th June 1809,Wombridge, Anne, 
baptised 25th July 1813,St Georges, Henry, baptised 13th January 1815, St John’s 
Weslyan Chapel,Shrewsbury, Benjamin, baptised 25th July 1813,St Georges,Joseph, 
baptised 3rd October 1818, St Georges, Samuel, baptised 25th August 1816,St 
Georges, Charles,baptised 24th March 1823,St Georges,James,baptised 24th March 
1823,St Georges, Thomas, baptised 29th February 1824,St Georges, Richard, 2nd 
December 1827,St Georges, Ellen Maria, baptised 9th July 1826, St Georges and 
Mary, born c 1820. 

 

 
   
   Above a letter of 6th April 1829 written by Benjamin Getley 
   Clerk of the Glasshouse at Wrockwardine Wood,informing Mr 
   Shepherd Overseer of the Poor of Thomas Pagett.Glassworker. 
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  Thomas Webb (Clerk of Wrockwardine Wood Glasshouse) 
Thomas Webb Married Catherine Pascall at Wrockwardine St Peters Church 
on13thNovember 1808. Thomas and Catherine had three known children.Anne 
baptised 18th July 1813;Mary baptised 15th May 1812; William baptised 12th 
December 1824.All baptised at Saint Georges Church once known as Donnington 
Wood Chapelry. On the 1821 Survey of Wrockwardine Wood by the Lilleshall 
Company Thomas Webb is the tennant of Land near the Wrockwardine Wood 
Glasshouse called Brick Kiln Leasow.he 1831 Census of Wrockwardine Wood shows 
Thomas and wife with four children in the Household. The 1841 Census shows 
Thomas as a Malster and Publican of the Kings Arms Inn. 
Below copies of the original entries.Top from St Georges Register baptism of Anne 
Webb July 18th 1813 showing the family living at Donnington. Below is a copy of the 
Marriage Certificate of Thomas Webb to Catherine Pascall at Wrockwardine on 13th 
November 1813. Note the signature of Richard Taylor who was a Glassmakers at the 
Wrockwardine Wood Glassworks. 
 

 
Thomas Webb appears on the 1841 Census. But,  by 1851 Catherine his wife is a Widow. It 

is known that Thomas Webb is not from Shropshire. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  List taken from I.G.I. of Staffordshire.  
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