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THY . WILKINSCN  SOCIETY

The Society was formed in 1972 to meet the need for an
orgenisation to prescrve the material and documcntnry evidence
si Broseley's industrinl prot. Since ~n important part in
this industrial past was played by John Wilkinson, who lived
for o time at the Lawns, it was dccided th~t the orgenis=tion
should be known ns the Wilkinson Socicty.

The aims of the Society arc @

(i) to a2ct as custodian of any relcevant materiazl and
information nnd to make such mnterial and information
available to intercsted individuels and organisations;

(ii) to promote any relevant prescrvation activity ani to
assist individunls or organisntions in such activity
wherc decmed appropriate:

(1ii) to provide a link with the community of Broscley for
individunls or orgonisntions undertaking locnl historical
research,

Any ovailablc materinl will be added to the existing
collection of Broscley and Vilkinson relics =t the Lawns Broselcov.
This collection is open to the vublic on Saturdrys and Sundays
(2—4p.m.) and by appointment.

Administration of the Society is by an annunlly clected
committes, Membership is open to anyone interested in the
Socicty's aims ~nd rctivities. Thesc activities include illustreted
lectures, socinl evenings, rescrrching and exbibiting the Collection,
ficld-trips and coach-tours. Mcmbers arce kept informed by ~
Newsletter, nnd ~an ~nnual Journal presents ~rticles on the history
of the Broselcy arca, Jobhn Uilkinson and indusitirisl nrchrcology in
gencral,

NOTS AND NEUS

The Yenr's hetivitics

At the first L.G.M. of the Society on October 4tk, 1973, the
£.rving committce wns re-elected. with Mauriece Howes as sccrciary.
Following the formal business of the meeting, Mr. Mrlcolm Wanklyn
grove a talk on "Ipdustry in Bost Shropshire in the eentury before
icooham Darby”

On January 24th, 1974, 2 symrosium wos nrr-ngcd on the themrme
of "Tocal Clay Industrics: the speskers were Mr, Frank Turner
(Cl'}'Hining at Blists Fill), Mr. Eovard Willi-ms (Brick and Tile
Works of thc Broseley arca) ~nd Mr. Tony Herbert (Cormmic Tile
Industry of Jackfield).

Mr. George Stretton gove n» tnlk on 'Brrly Communientions
and Settlcments in S5.5. Shropshire' on March 22nd.




On M~y 4th n coach-tour wes m~de of historic-1l sitce in
Broscley, Bridgnorth ~rd north Telford arens,

L dry conferencr on June 8tlk cxemined the theme "John
silkinson ~nd ttre two Willey Ironworks": the spezkers were
Mr, Robert Mechin (Documentnry snd Archocologicnl Bvidence),
dr. M-urice Howes (Willey Tremway). Mr. ¥ayme Turner (John
Wilkinson's Trade Tokens) =nd Mr. Rolrh Pec (First Iron Boat):
following these talks ~t the L=wns. lunch wzas trken at Broseloy
Hall, and the aft rnoon ficld-excursion cnded with tea at the
Deancry.

In addition to these general neetings, threre have been
scven committee meetings during the year: a demonstration of
a working forge for thc Broseley Carnival on fugust 26th: and
the publicntion 8f Monograph No, 1 - "Jobn Wilkinson and the
two Willey Ironworks", by Ralph Pee and Maurice Hawcs.

Programne of Bvents for 1974-75

October 4ths sezond £.G.M. followed by talk "The importance
of the excavations at Caughley" by Mr, Daovid
Holgate. :

November 1st:  talk — "Tobacco pipe making in Broseley". by
Mr. Ron James (joint meeting with Fricnds of
Ironbridge Gorge Miscum).

Jenuary 18th: members! evening (detrils to me ~nnounced )

Febru~nry 28th: t2lk — "Jobhn nand Willi~m Wilkinson in Fronce, the
Lustrinn Netherlands . Scondinnviz ~and Silesin,
1775-1790'", by Br. ¥W.H. Chaloner,

March 28th: t=1lk - "Brick and Tile Works of the Brosclev arc:"
by Mr., Howard Willinmms (scouel to earlicr t~lk).

Sprjng/Summer: coach-trip (to be nrrnnged)

The Journnl

The first Journnl was well received #nd, as = result of
intcrest from outside the Society. n reprint wns nccessnry.
After this initial success, we feel justificd in producing a
lnrger Journal this year: this sccords with on incrersc in
menberehip ~nd ~ wider range of ~ctivitics, Unfortun~tely,
more Journal mcans nore cost, ~nd we are obliged to increase
the price to non-members from 10p. to 15p. Canics of this
issue of the Journal ~nd back-numbers cen be obt-ined fram the
Secrrtrry Mrurice Hrwes, 2 Crurch Street, Broscley, Salop,
(20p., including nostngnﬁ,

Contributions to future issues of the Journ~l would be
welcome, =nd should be sent to the Bditer. N.J. Clonrke., Cronleigh,
Little Wenlock, Telford Srlop (Tel: Mrlinslee 4135).



CEURCHES OF THE BROSELEY ARWA

Wilkinson, unlike Telford, did not design sny churches.
His Broseley days were, however. spent in a locality of
interesting ones, four of the six of which are still standing
and are likely to be standing for a few centuries to come!

All Saints, Brozeley, was not around in Wilkinson's day. The
parish church of his day (on the same site) was an undistinguished
one of brick and stone of 18th century date. At least one and
probably two earlier structures stood on the same site, but their
architectural qualities are shrouded in mystery. The church of
Wilkinson's day was not even called "All Saints", This name

was given to the present church and was a typical British
compromise following much dispute by the partisans of various
individual saints. ‘

The brick and tile industry in 1845 (When Broseley church
was built) was in the ascendant and a powerful lobby was in
favour of building the church in brick. I am not usually on the
side of conformity, but here is one instance when I am pleased
that the forces of "reaction" won and the building was theredby
built of stone.

Larly Victorian churches are nol notable for their
beauty (the Rev. J.C. Oakes will start sharpening bis
ecclessiastical sword at these words, but once more I am on the
safe side of conformity!) but All Saints is a very notable
exception. Ita total cost (around £9000) was a large sum even
for a church, in those days. And here, by the way, John Randall,
in giving the figure as £3,388., 4. 0. is in serious error. The
result of this expenditure was a noble Gothic building, which
would have been nobler still if modern methods of underpirning
foundations ha bheen known then, for the chancel was shortened,
owing to unstable ground. This unavoidable act seriously
modified the architectural quality of the building as did
another - not unavoidable -~ act, the insertion ~f side galleries,
which partially ruined the majestic effect of the great Gothic
arches, The late Prebendary C.3. Jackson saw this and boped to
get rid of the galleries. He failed: the present rector, the
Rev. J. Tilston, hopes to do the same and all power to his elbow.

Features of this unusually beautiful Victorian church
should be mentioned here. In an age of appallingly ugly
stained glass windows the great East window stands out as a
triumph to the architect., Mr. Harvey Eginton, and the west
window (an unusual feature), though less spectacular, is pleasing.
A stained glass window in the north wall, put in by the Thursfield
family in 1852, is rather less admirable.

Beneath the fine carpets of the chancel and sanctuary
are exquisite "figured" tiles, representing some of the highest
skill of the local enceustic tile industry, This type of tile
has not been made for many years. It is doubtful if they could
be made, even if they were economically viable. The last
craftsman locally of this beautiful work was the late Mr. Tom
Harrington of Benthall, who has been dead many years.

The pimnmacles of the tower were taken down about 25 years
ago, a8 they were in danger of falling on the worshippers ! A
shame, this. as they did much to set off this fire building.
There is a peal of eight bells in the tower (originally 6). but
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a small ecl) , Ymown as "the parscu's Lell" wheu T was a choirbuy
rather a long time ago, npredotes the othor bells by a couple of
ccaturics, It bears date 1642 and possceses the foundry mark
ot Thomas Clibuvy, whouse foundry was near the present Charlton
Arms, Wellington,

Another object of antioue interest is o strange,
half-circular stone in the clock chamber, with heraldic signs
and the letters "R.T." marked on it. It was taken from the old
church ond probably from previous structures. So far no antiquazry
hos provided a satisfactory explanation for it.

Almost 2ll the church silver predrtes the church, Two
chalices and two patens, beautifully made. bear date 1691.
An olms dish, the size of a dinner plate, is datcd 1764 and was
made in that year from a chalice given to the church in 1658 by
Mrs, Gertrude Langley of The Amiecs. an ancicent manor house which
once stood 2 little off the Coalport Rond. Two flagons 18"
high arc ecarly 19th century. The valuc of this beautiful silver
today must bce immensc. It is nerhaps 2 sign of changed times
thet before the War some of the oldest of this silver (then in
regular use) was kept in a simple wall-safc in the vestry, the
kecy being in onc of the drawers of the chest where the pricst
kept his hoed, scarf and other academic nnd ccoclessiastical
garments: and no-one would have drcamed for o moment that the
gsilver could be un—-safo!l

The old Red Church, Jackficld's provious parish church, wos
demolished some years ago., The arrogance of the Middle Ages
continued in thesc parts for o long time afterwards: this

church was build on the tip of =n emincnce nearcr Broseley than
Jrckficld nnd the unfortunate parishioncrs bad nearly a mile's
walk up o sharp hill to reach it. It wos built about 1755 by
the Blyth family, in red brick in charncteristic mid-18th contury
style. After little morc than o~ century, undermining made the
place of doubtful safety and an annual service only wns held
there right down to the '20s of this coentury. The present
Jackficld parish church (St Mary's) was built in the village in
1863 and is quite an attractive Brick building with an apseo,

I+t is a Blomficld church and hc makes cffective use of red, yecllow
and bluc bricks rnd stonc drcssings.

The district's other churches arc all much older. The
picce de reosistance is undoubtedly Barrow, a small church with
massive walle on the wind-swept Barrow ridge, a mile and a half
from Broscley on the Wenlock road. The mairn building is carly
Norman, but %he chanccl arch is Sexon, the only onc in Shropsbire.
The Rev, L.J. Pcltor, the last incumbent of Willey & Barrow, a
most worthy historian, states in an cxcellent pamphlet which he
publishsd on Willey and Barrow, thet the present chancel of
Barrow church was thc site of » small chepcl built in the 8th
century and some of the present fabric would appenr to date back
to that remote age. This carly chapcl was dedicatcd to
St. Gilcs, as is the present church, so that tharc has been o

St. Giles, Barrow, for 1200 years!

The tower, =2 sguat. massive affair characteristic of the
Welsh Marches, was added about 1100 and the west door in the
tower posseasscs an carly typmponum. Plate includes n chalice
of 1625 znd = paton of 1700,



St. John the Baptist, Willey, now closed. is ncar Willey Hall,
about a mile and a half away. It is basically Norman, the
tower having been rcbuilt in the 18th century.  Unfortunately
the church has suffered sorely from 19th century '"restorcrs",
who really went to town on what must have been a very pleasant
structure. Beside an oval font of morc rccent date is an old,

plain carly Norman onc, Two of the five bells bear date 1618
and onc 1726. :

Two miles south of Broscley, tucked away in a little
copse a few hundred yards from the Broseley/Bridgnorth road is
the lovely 1ittlc Norman church of St. Leonard. Linley, onec of
the neatest specimens of this period in the county, in spite
of the inevitable 19th century "restoration" (Mr, Oakes, your
favouritec period has a lot to answer foré). Two outstanding
features arc the font and a fantastic tympanmum over the south
door (long sincc blocked up). The font is elaborately carved
in the late Norman style with cablc moulding, foliage and qguite
grotesque heads. The tympanum, weathered by the north winds,
has a figure with branches and leaves issueing from its mouth.

a "grecen man", Its significance has puzzled many an antiquery:
a favourite theory, I believe, is thot it represents His Satanic
Majesty consigning some of his victims to the flames! A
tympanum over the south door has more characteristic Norman
zig—-zag carving.

The tower of St. Loonard's is of the usual heavy Norman
character to be found in these parts.

About 1% miles north west of Broseley, in a high and
windy spot, crouching beside the Tudor splendour of Banthall
Hall is the 1T7th century church of St. Bartholomew, Benthall,
one of the few Salopisn churches of that century. It was
erceted in 1667, following the destruction during the Civil Ver
of the o0ld church of Bt. Brice, a Ccltic missionary of the 5th
ceontury, The building is quite charactcristie of the late
17th contury. A rcemerkablc feature of it dates only from 1893,
when the porch was added. On the turrect is cafved a lion's
head with the words '"De forte dulcende" (From the strong comes
forth swoetness"), To quote Dr. Cranage, "In the lion's mouth
are two holes, which eommunicate with two lockers in the gallery
of the church, They are to sccommodate bees i As far as I
know this is 2 unique architectural featurc in a church of any
period.

To conclude, it must be said thot in an article of this
sige justice has not been done to some of these fine structures,
particularly Barrow and Linley. The purpose is partly informative.
but is much more to whet the appetite of lovers of beautiful
buildingsy and that, no doubt, will include most members of the
Wilkinson Socicty. I hope that old residents will have borne
with me paticntly while they have read much that they already
know. Morc recent residents to the district will, I hope, be
inspired to visit these ehurches for themsclves.

Dennis Mason




WHERE WAS ABRAHAM DARBY I BURIED?

Pcople interested in the history of Cozlbrookdale and
Broscley may well have becn confused by the different burial
places given in wvarious works of referecnce for the first
Abraham Darby. The older books, particularly the works of
John Randall, say that he was buried at Broscley, and other
books published beforc about 1960 have followed Randall.

Then Dr. R.A. Mott, to whose work on the Coalbrookdale and
Horschay i ronworks everyone intcrested in local history is
indcbted, discovercd in the Register of the Society of Friends
for Hercfordshire Worccstershire and Wales that Darby was said
to have been buried at Bewdley. This secmed to be conclusive
evidence, and most rccent publications have accepted it.

Then, when the futurce of the graveyard was called into
question carlicr this ycar, the subject was investigatcd by
Mrs. Hutton of Beckbury, who discovered that the source of

Dr. Mott's evidence was a copy made about 1840, one of many
made by Nonconformiste at this time when legislation compclled
them to deposit their original registers in Somerset House.
Mrs, Hutton traccd the original at the Public Record Office and
found that the entry read "Mary the Widow of Abraham Darby
deceascd the 1st day of the second month 1718 and was interred
at Bewdley ye 3rd.... the Tth of 3rd mo.1717 her husband A.D.
deceased was buried at Broselcy". (Ref.RSE 1581 6795, or
Book 666 p.61 in Priends House Reogister). This scems to
establish beyond all doubt that Darby was buried in the
graveyard of the Friends Meeting House in Broseley, and

Mrs., Hutton deserves tho grateful thanks of ~2ll loeal historians
for her persistence.

Barrie Trinder

Broseley Railway

In 1880 a new railway wos planned to reach Broseley.
ALccording to the deposited plans in Salop Record Office
(No. 486 - 13th November, 1880)9 this rrilway wns to rTun
from a junction with the LNWR Hadley - Coalport line at the
bottom of Lee Dingle across the River Scvern to the town
of Broseley.

Necedless to say, it was never built. Broseley's
only rail-link was the Severn Valley line (opened in 1862),
with stations at Ironbridge, Coalport and later Jackfield
serving the parish.

N.J.C,



TEE MIGRATION OF POTTERY WORKERS BETWEEN

STOKE-ON-TRENT AND THE BROSELEY ARELA TN

THE FBEICHTEENTH CENTURY

Introduction

John Randnll, in bis contribution to thc industrisl section
of the Vietoria County History of Shropshire (1909), notes the
links between the pottery industries in Stoke-on-Trent and Broseley
in terms of migrating workers in both directions: in the middle
of the sixtecnth century from the Broaeley aren to Stoke-on-Trent,
and in the carly part of the eighteenth century from Stoke-on-
Trent to the Broscley arca. Evidence for such migrations is
usurlly to be found in the parish or borough records of the place
to which the person has moved, in the form of refcecrences to births,
deaths and marriages, or in thc form of exsmin~tions conductcd
under osth before magistrates of persons who hnve become

unemployed and are therefore applying for relicf under the Poor
Law,

The Borough Archives at Much Wenlock, Shropshirc, conterin
records of Poor Low BExaminotions for the periods 1729-1743,
1774-1777, ~nd 1813-17 ~nd include many cascs rcferring to
workers in the Broselecy aren, which was in the Borough of Wenlock
2t that timc. Scume of these workers were very closely connected
with influentisl figures in the e=rly history of English pottervy.
and the over=zll iwpression grined by the writer of thesc notes
is thrt Broscley wrs ~ moreé luporte-uot conbro of tre industry

than is sometimes allowed. To ennblce the roerder 4o drrw is owi
conclngions. tre rcolovant cases fronm tte Much Wenlock Archives
arc quoted below in chronologicrl order. It stould be noted =%

this point that the originn] records vrry consider~bly in denth

and detoil, In somc crses the unemployed person undcr cxowiuatlon
gives no more thoan his name. occupntion., and placo of bixtil:
wherens in other ceascs, fortunntely for posterity, he gives much
more detnil. Only thc more detriled »nd thereforc intercsting
records arc gquotced in full berce: the remeinder a~rc shoriened to
esscntiels.

Bxtracte from the Much Wenleock lLrchives

1730 Exeminotion of Jobn Bell, ~ FPotter. born in Hanmdley Grecn,
Stoke-on-Tront.

1731 Exanination of Thomss Simpson, a Mugmaker. born in
Stork (sic) and worked there for one Richard Miloes.

1731 BExrmination of Tromas Alcock, A Fotter. born in Stoak
and h~s been working for William Bird of Broselcy for
upwards of 7 yerrs.

1732 Exapinetion of Samuel Bdge a Mugmaker. Born in
Burslem, Staffe., 26 yenrs previously ~nd arrrenticed
to John Symson as » Mugmaker.

1736 Examination of Thomas Toft, Plattermaker. borm in the
Parish of Kanham, Salop. his father James Toft being a
certificnted nmerson from Stoak—upon-Trent in the county
of Stafford.

1737 Bxemination of Thomas Symson, born in Stoak and worked
there for one yerr for John Astbury. fourtcen years since.



1739 Txoamindllon of Johu 'l'hlu.‘i'.if‘j_(:!'ld, I’U'L'té!", "Who upon his
oath saith that he was born in the P rish of Stoke in
the County of Stafford and that about 16 years ago he
came to work in Jackfield in the Parish of Broseley
undecr one Mr. Joseph Garner as a Potter and that he was
there hired for scven yesrs ot seven shillings and
sixpence a wceok the first five years and eight shillings
& week the two last years and that he served a year ~nd
a quarter of the term snd then marryed and has since
served the remdinder of his term agreed on ns aforecsnid
and hath not done any thing to crerte himseclf a settlement

- in any other place."

1739 Examination of John Pope, a Potter, born in Stoke.

1739 Examination of Thomas Pope, » Potter, born in Stoke, came
to Broseley 16 yenrs previously to work for Joseph Grrner.

1739 Bxamination of Thomas Toft (againl)p adding this time that
"about 14 yenrs ago he was hired 2 yenr with William Bird
of Broscley, Plattermaker. at three shillings a week meat,
drink, washing and lodging."

And lastly = much later record:

1814 Bxaminetion of John Ashton, 75 yeers old, born in Lane
End, Stoke-on-~-Trent and apprenticed for T years to
William Turner, Stoke-on-Trent,

Inferenccs

1. Remembering that the evidence denls only with workmen who
became unemployed, and noting the dates given by Alcock,
Toft, Thursfield and Thomag Pope, it aprears that there
was a significant movement of pottery workers from Stoko-
on~Trent to Broscley during the periocd 1723-25, The
principal cmployers in Broscley at that time who took on
such workers scem to have been William Bird and Josoph
Garnecr. Trnde apparently declined during the 1730's,
rendering ~t lenst thesc rocorded cases unemployed.

Trerc arpears to have bern three categeries of worker,
namely potter, migmaker 2nd plattermrker.

2. The case of Thomes Toft is of specisl interest because he
states that his father was called Jemes Toft and wos A
certificnted person from Stoak-upon-Trent, It therefore
scems highly probable that the ¥Wenlock Thomes Toft was
rclated to the famous Staffordshire Tofts, Ralph Toft
(1.1638), Thomns Toft (d.1689), nnd James Toft (b.1637).
4L further piece of somewhrt circumstantial evidence is
given by tbhe faet that the Wenlock document carries an
actual signature "Thomas Toft" rather then just a marke
it was unusual for thesc workers to be able to write
their nemes, but if Thomas Toft was related to the
Staffordshire family he might bave been cxpected to do
so, because they all signed their work with their full
names.

3. The case of Thomas Symson is of special interest because
he states that he worked for a year for a John Astbury in
Stoke-on-Trent, in 1723, The important and famous early
English potter John Astbury operated in Stoke-on~-Trent
from about 1700, until 1743: so it is highly probably
that he was the man who employed Thomas Symson in 1723.



4. The case of John Thursfield is of special interest because
he states that he arrived in Jackfield in 1723 to work as
a votter under one Josepk Garner, and wess married fiftcen
monthe later, The first part of this statement contradicts
Randnll in two respects, when he says thet John Thursfield
camc to Jackfield in 1713 to take over an existing works.
However, the seccond part of John Thursfield's statement is
generally consistent with Rand=11 when he says thet John
Thursfield was the father of the Maurice Thursfield who is
nentioned by many writers as the operator of the Jackfield
pottery prior to Bleskewny =~nd Rose. John Thursficld was
married around 1724-25, so a son could have takon over his
pottery at any time between about 1745 and 1785: »nd
Blakcway and Bose started their operations in Ja kfiel
goon after 1785,

5. The isolated and later case of John Ashton is of special
interest for two principal ressons: he was apprenticed in
Lane End, Stoke on Trent, to = well-known conccrn which
eventually manufactured porcelain: and the year in which
he ®mecame unemployed, 1814, is the year in which Caughley
was clesed. Without stretching the evidence beyond reason,
it seems possible that Jokn Ashton, having becen trained under
the Turners at Lane End around 1753-60, crme to Crughley,
perhaps in ite early deys, and remanined there for the
remainder of his working life, to bccome unemployed there
at the age of 75, whon the frctory closed.

Conclusions

The evidence from the Much Weploek Archives confirme and dates
the eighteenth century links between thc pottery industries in
Stuke-on-Trent and Broseley, mentioned by Randall ~nd others,
hpart from this gencrsl coufizuction, there are Sscn to bo opecifio
cases livking Prearloy with the Toft family. with John Astbury
nnd, slightly later, with the Turncr factory ~t Lanc End, In
addition it is scen that Randall's account of Johm Thursfield's
early years in the Broseley arce is not quite accurante.

Finally. there arises, in the case of John Lishton, the
interesting possibility that a workman trained by the Turncrs at
Lane End, and thcreforc being familiar with porcelain menufrcturc,
eventually became a much valucd worker ~t the Caughley factory
and rcmained there until the factory wos closcd, when he was
T5 years cold.,

Lcocknowledgements

The reserrch upon which these notes are bascd was carried
out under the auspices of the University of Birmingham Department
of Extramural Studies during the 1973-4 Scssion. The classes
were held in the Much Wenlock Corn Exchange on Tuesday evenings
under the Tutorship of Mr. M.D.G. Wanklyn, and the writer is
extromely grateful to him for his guidance throughout, and to
the other members of the group for their advice at various points.

Mavrice Hawes



JOEN WIIKINSON'S TRADE TOKENS

After 1775 the Royal Mint suspended the striking of copper
coing and therefore the need for small change had to be answered
by the issuc of what are now known as industrial tokens. Copper
half-penniocs, countermarked in 1786 by the Adelphi Cotton Company,
Deanston, Perthshire, secm to have been the first to appear:

these werc to pass as 4s, 64, In 1787. Thomas Williams, the
"Copper King" struck coins of farthing halfpenny and peany
dcnominations, bearing a druid's head unon them Wilkinson., a

partner of Williams in many copper ventures in North Wales and
Cornwall, soon followcd suit and between 1787 and 1498 his money
was circulated in scveral Midland, Western and Welsh counties.
Ae well as copper coinage, tokens of silver and leather were
issucd, along with guinea notes ~nd this money was used for
large scale commercial transactions, apart from payment of wages.
Wilkinson, like others (Coalbrookdale, for instance) was forced
to do this due to the aforementioned lack of small change but
one suspects that here was a wonderful opportunity for sclf-
advertisement, a chance not 'to be misseds for while Williams,
Reynolds, Darby and others merely mentioned their companiaes
(Parys Mines Company, for exmple, in the case of the former)
Wilkinson, alonc of industrinl token issuers, kad his own effigy
stamped on his coins, together with the words - JOFN WILKINSON,
IRON MASTER'! The only face to appe~r on British coins of the
18tk Century is that of the monarch, with, of course, the
cxception of Joha Wilkinson. He literally "made" moncy, too:
his coins were at 32 to the pound weight, which m=ade them

2s. 8a. ot face valuc poer pound. He paid l1s. 11d. per pound
{the mint charge) for these. thus making » profit of 9d. per
pound, sny 40% ond he ordered them by the ton!: 0dd ftorgeriecs
appeared too and onc of these shows perhaps a knowldoege of
Wilkinson's charanctcr as it berrs tre legend: "And be said,
Let us mrke pennys after my own image" ! Wilkinson's tokens
show on the edges the places where they would be redecmable:
Willey, Snedshill, Bersham and Bradley. at first nnd later on,
Anglesey, London ond Livorpool. The forgeries have somec
intcresting placess Becoles. Worley Comp, Ballymurtagh and

The Temple of the Muses,

Contrary to local legends around Bersham, Broscley ~nd
Bilston, Wilkinson did not have his own mints at these placces
though he may have hed =~ store for coins at these centres of
cperations, His tokens were at first supplied by Matthew
Boulton, who patented a steam—powcred mint, and John Westwood.
The latter secems to hove been unable to cope with the iron-
master's demands for by 1792 Wilkinsen was denling solely with
Boulton for his tokens. Boulton replied to Wilkinsons "You
have been petitioning Westwood for 15 cwt. of coin weekly.
Allow me to remark that I expended more than ten guinens in
dies to coin for you - cwt., of copver and thet when I found
you had pitted Westwood agninst me I stopved short.,. ... yet
nevertheless if you choose to order any quantity of halfpence
worth engr~ving new dies for. I will contrect to make you as
many per weck ag you please," (Oct. 1790). In accepting this
offer Wilkineon replicd (8 Dec. 1790): "I shrll be perfectly
contcnt provided I can have nbout 5 tons more speedily, which
arce in immediate demand. L furthcer quantity will be wanted
for 1791. The old forge. =as well as my resurrection upon it,
is approved by those who have seen it ~s well as by yours cver,

John Wilkinscn."  On Dec. 11th however, Wilkinson complaincd
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LLo+ 4+he lLalfpuiice woie {Uur in the pound leoss in uumber than
those which Westwood used to make for him an he nsked for
coins of "proper sizc" and ended with the moan, "If you knew
my distress in the Wﬁnt of coprer I think you would have
supplied me sooner,' In Fecbruary, 1791 he ordered o ton of
coin from VWestvood and in the same month. another order was
placcd wiih Foulton, In this letter bhe said that he wes
willing "to Te vlastered again" if Boulton wanted a new die
for the cffigy. In October, 1792, he lrunched a further attack
on Boulton: It has been from inaction or indecision on your
part that I have been obliged to get any of that article else-
where.....becfsteak to 2 men that is hungry will be preferred
to venison, wherc waiting for it is a2 condition."

On March 3rd. 1797 he informed Boulton: "I am engaged
in preparing small notes for my workmen as change, similar to
what I issued in '73 and '74 provious to Sir George Savilce's Act.
That was ~ measure I then zdopted on the grest scarcity of silver
which since hns been plentifully supplied by the coiners of bad
money. Good notes will cure the evil of basc metzl better and
more effectively than the gallows."  The ban resulting from
Savile's Act of 1775 was not due to be lifted until 1798.
Wilkinson's brother, in a letter to Watt in March, 1797, describes
thesc notes as "a new coinage of 1/~. 6d. 3d. rnotes on cards,"
These may well be the leather tokens caskable in Wre ham Dbut so
far none of these hove been discovered: however, the Wrexham
bistorian, A.N. Palmer. in his booklet, "John Wilkinson and the
01d Bersham Ironworks'", prints a copy of n Wilkinson guinca note,
issucd by his Brymbo trustces., 18th Jaruary, 1814, The
Wilkingon coat-of-arms appe=rs on it and it is quite likely to
be » descendant of thc,J'B7/98 issues,

To return to the cxamples of Wilkinson money which does,
not infrequently, make appesrsnce, the copper coins. The first
issucs were in 1787 with the name wrongly spelt. as WILKISON:
on one side, and this appeared with cach yearly issue, w~e the
face of the ironmaster himself, a right profile, surrounded by
the words, JOEN WILKISON IROK MASTER, On the cdge wore the
neames of some of his concerns, Bersham, Bradlcy, Broscley: on
the reverse side, n different design appeared each year, though
designs of previcus ycars were repeated, In 1787, =~ worker is
shown putting a lump of iron under an nutomatic hammcrs feor
1788, =~ boat is shown, not necessarily the iron bont: for 1790.
a woman loans on a cog—wheel: for 1791. with tha nnme now
misepelt WILKESON, a naked mon (Vulenn?), sits holding a hammer
over an anvil ~nd the rigging of 2 ship is just visible, Around
the edge are thc nnmes. Bradley, Bersham, Willey and Snedehills
For 1792, the words on the edge said, Fayablc at London or .
Anglesey ~nd the design showe a crovn surmounting 2 harp, with
the words, NORTH WALES.., OQuite often, = 1792 1s§u9' shows the
1791 design, In 1793, there is a new effigy, Wilkinson
donbtless heving been "plasterod again'e on the reverse A
womsm holds & pair of scales, therc is a Latin legend, MIA
PECUIIA »nd on the cdge the town names Birmingham, ﬁrighton,
Livcrpool, Coins can be secn in tre Coalbrookdalc Museum
and Bilston Art Oallcry while Wrexham Public ler”rg hag the
following coinss-— 1787(3), 1788(1), 1790(4). 792(1 179?(1)~
1795(1). The silver token of 1788, worth then 3s 6d., is
rarely reportcd.

Perhaps "The New London Magazine'" of December, 1787,
should be allowed the final word on Wilkinson's copper coinss~
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"In Greccc and Rome your manof parts,
Renownad in arms, or formecd in arts,
Cn eprendid coins and nederls shone

¢. their deeds and persons known.
Wi llkinson, from this example

ree of himself 2 matchless sample.
Aud bids the 'Iron Monarch' pass

T, ke his own metal wrapt in brass!
hich shows his modesty and sense
And how and where he made his pence:
Ls Iron when 'tis brought in traction
Collects the copper by attraction

So, thus in Lim 'twas very proper

To stamp his brazen face.... on copper."

Wayne Turner.

Woter pipes or cannon?

The following is extracted from "The Town of Chepstow,
Part I ¢ Riverside", by Ivor Waters (The Chepstow Society,
41 Hardwick Lvenue, Chepstow, Mon., price BOp.).

"The old nane of ....part of Riverside was Gunstock
Uhrrf., Here in 1781 John Byng saw 'incredible
numbers of iron water pines (1ike cannon) cnch
9 feet long ~nd weighing about 800 weight which
are going to France (by'permission) but whether
for the Pnris agucducts, or the King's water
works is not knmowb'. There vere nerrly twenty—
onc miles of pires weigbing about 4,900 tous.
Jorn and William Wilkinson the ironmacters did
manage to export two crrgoes of sterm—ensine
parts and woter-pipes to Fronce in 1780 ~nd 1781,
in spite of war-timc controls. These cargoes
snpilcd from Chepstow in the sloop 'Mary'. The
pines were alleged to be 'renlly cannon in

isguise' (Torrington Disries, I:24: History

Toﬂﬂy,)Mny 1951, 1.67: E.Valec: Shropshire,

P. ":/5 L

Tor the truth of the matter, see the next issue of the
Jourw:n . '

F.J.C.
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THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTION OF INDUSTRIAL RELICS

Mogt mombers heve scen something of nur small collcction
of indusii-% rclics but may not be avare of more recent additions.
Tress <t omg have made the collection more comprchensive and it
coniZd s Toem the basis of o local industrisl muscum.

~unvenience this outline deals with the collection in

©, vterting with general exemples of errly domestic iron

L. ond hend wrought. These 2r¢ chiefly quitc commonplace
Jo “iot irons, pots, tongs end othcer domestic tonls, but we:
do hawve. on loan, an outstrnding ex~mple of ornamentel cast iron
work in iho form of =n enrly oil stove. Another intcresting
cxamole of cast iron work is a memorial plague to = Mr. Job
Barker of Lightmeor Ironworks who died in 1821, aged 65 yenrs.
Mr, Barker would no doubt have been very intercsted in the
lzunching of the first iron boat.

A very rccent addition to this section is an errly
drrughtsman's desk which once graced the officcs of the Lilleshall
Company. L lrrge cast iron clock face »nd weathervene wore
obtrined in the hope thnt they came from the o0ld Broseley Town
Hell. Wt inguiries have shown that they did not. Although
additions to this section would be welcome. especirlly 2ny with
locnl conncction, it does already show something of the
development nnd range of the usc of ir~n for domcstic purposes
cven bafore the days of camned food e~nd motor cars.

The section desling with Jokn Wilkinson's significant
contribution to thc development of machine tools and the steanm
cngine nccesscrily consists of models, diagrnms and pictures.
The models could be improved but only with considerndlc labour
OT €XPCNSC. Howewver, as much of Wilkinson's work in this
directinn, at lcsst in the errly st=gesy; must bh-ve been done
at Willey, a locel industrial musecum should make a major featuroc
of this scction, With the exception ~f the New Willcy Iromworks
and pesaslbly, if we are very lucky, Bersham, Wilkinson's various
industrinl activitics in Shropshire, Denbigh ~nd South Stafford-
shire cnan only be represented by maps and victurcs.

o
W

do heve a few relics from Willey and cen rengonably
expeet thrt more will be forthcoming in the futurc. We heve
2 cammon boll 2nd mn interesting placuc whick rends "?77 Lord

Forezice Vitiey Park Tronworks'. There is ~lsn on oxemple of
s cngss Sron miner's lamp found at The Dern Farm, It is rorcd
that +7¢ Sccicty will so~n be in a position to mnke some cffort
in Lkis dlroction. It would be unfortunate if important finds
woere mree hy ~ather socictics or individurls who tonk them out
of thé £.niwict,

it is convenient to include Wilkinson's coins in this

~ et and here the collection is rether lacking: wo only
bern Gwo of many Known variations, but at least onc of thesc
iz waseibly uniguc. This srecimen is n~t renlly a coin but

L-llion ndvertising Wilkinson's coinagc.  Thc ~bverse

: W*lkinson' head with the normal surrounding inscription

"7 b Wilkinson Ironmaster'. The reverse which, incidentally,

a uoeide down shows a figure of Justice with saﬂlq and a

hiold which bears thc inscription "Engraver and Dic Sinker".

Yo surround reads "Medels and Commercial Coins" In place

f a date there appears "?7a2 Pecunia' which could presun~bly
interpretcd "My Coins"
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It is known th~t Wilkinson supplicd coins to other
industrinlists but it is usually acccepted that they were all
made for kim by Boulton and others, This 'find' secms to
indicate thnt Wilkinson did actunlly meke at lcrst some coins
of his own,

Thc medallion is in 2lmost mint condition but eprenrs to
have been badly struck »n an undersized blank so that somc of
the letters are either truncated or missing. Whntcver the
rceson for making it, this specimen would have beeon » very bad
advertiscment and would hardly likely to bhave becn offercd as
such, It is fascinating to speculntc: was it » 'trinl run'
or nne m~nde 'on the sidd and then pocketed by the workmean?

Does its survival in the rren indicate that it was made lncally?
If so is there some truth in the locnl tredition that Wilkinson
made coins in the house near the Lawns now known as Church Vicw?

Lt prescnt by far thce lergest scetion of the collectinn
concerns the Broscley and Jackfield cernmic industrics, We
have a represcentative selection ~f encaustic tiles ~nd others
from both Maws and Craven Dunnhill, together with a counlete
mosaic from the latter. Alse from Craven Dumnhill are some
fine ornamental tilc moulds and moulds for slipware. Inguirics
have shown that this slipwarc was mrde ag Christmns prescnts for
favrured customcrs. Crughley is at prescnt only reproesonted
by bro‘cn bits ~f chine and = maul frem the Caughley pit found
TO ft. underground. From Benthell we have flower pote and
tiles but at prescnt no pottery.

The Broscley olay pipe industry is reprcescnted by 2 very
mndest conllection ~f clay pipes whickh cnruld be improved. =nd =
few dolls arms. It appenrs thnt the clay pivc mrkers made
hecads and limbs for the old wcll loved sawdust dolls.

Some effort has been made to do justice to the great
Broselcy roofing tilc industry »nd ve¢ now hove specimcus from
c¢leven of the fourteen or so tilcries known t» heve opcer-ated.

We would ~ppenl to members to pick up ~ny unusu~l tiles they
may sce especia’ly if there is 2 namc on tlem.  From the
Broseley tileries we nlso have two attractive travellor's
samples, onc a model »f 2 band m=de and one 2~ medel of a machine
made tilc.

The last mejor portable relic of the Broseley roofing
tile industry a tile cnrt, wos bought by the Society ~nd steps
have been tazken to srmlvege the rails which ran across the road
between the Deep FPit and the Tileries. Onions Foundry in
Foundry Lane is represented by a plague with the Royal Arms
believed to be from =~ patent seed sowing machinec 2 wooden
pattern and some iron roof trusses, purlins and rafters from
the pattern shops.

We have o rail from the Coneybury Ironworks and some
parts of trems from a mine ~t Benthall but ~s yet nothing from
the grest ironworks at Calcutte and Benthall. The l=st and

possibly most outstanding single item is a considereble collection

of Cabinet-maker's Wheelwright's nnd Bloacksmith's tools. mostly
from the workshop of Mr. Bert Meredith who operated in Broseley.
These =rc outside the pattern of the mrin collection but fit the
general picture of the age 2nd ~re of grent interest.
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It is not the pnlicy of the Socicty to run » comnosite ruseum
or bto collcet origines) mrterinl better stored elsewbere. Our =im
is to deopict Broscley industries ~nd Wilkinson's contribution to the
Industrizl Revolution. Judging from the comments of mony visitors,
we think we heve hnd some succcss, On the other hend it cnn be
scen thot the collection is by no means complete and we do =sk our
members to keep mn eye open for relevont materinl, In some cascs
the Society is rrepared to buy items of spcecinl intcrest.

The enllcetinn, ~t present housed at The Lawns, can normally
be séen from 2 to 4 p.m. on Snturdrnys and Sund=ys. Lrrengements

an usurlly be mede for p-rties from schools ~nd other orgenis=stions
outside these hours.

Ralph Peo

New Willev Ironworks

Our knowledge of the industrial ~rchgeolngy of the New Willey

Ironworks arer has been incressed by the work of Mr, Machin and
others. Mr., Pec writess-

"Although little remains of tle buildings this is perhnps
the only major 18th century ironworks site in the arces which
has not had » rond built through it, been built over or afforested.

but, in spite of the fact that tho site is precticnlly
unsnoilcd and is in the centre of 'Our Prrish! we know very
little of the layout of tres works. What little we do know
is due to thc happy choice of the site by Mr. Bob Mechin for
an archizeclogieal excrnise some ton years ngo, and as members
will rememuer, his gernerosity in giving us the Tpencefit of bhis
discoveries at the Society's lmet meeting.

We now know, without serious doubt, the site of the fuinace,
the coking henrths and possibly some of the missing cobbnges,
Without undue ortimism, th re dres scem sonc poseibility theot
the furnace. now covered, ry still be virturlly int-ct.

Its position does however, throw some doubt on the function
of the large building closc by (now used as a dwelling): or
even if it was pert of tre original works ~t ~ll.

There is every hone that fresh evidence will becoune aviilable
at some futurc date rnd the nossibility of being nble to provide
some detrils of ttris historliesally luportooh works is very
attractive.

It is possible thrt som: of our older members nay remember
somc physical fentures or stories told of Willey Furmace.
If seo, do please neke them known: aush knowledge is so ensily
lost for ever.,"

We mny, in fact, heve something to lerrn from the only other
comparable ironworks site in cast Shropshire - the Bedlanm (Madeley
Wood) Tarnaces. Although there were obvious differcnces (in
situation, water suoply, ownership, etc.)g the furnaces at Bedlanm
~nd New Willcy were erccted in the same period (1757-59) and closed
probably for the same reasons in the early 19th century - shortnge
of rnw materials, perticularly iron-stone. The detriled plan of
Bedlam Furncces in 1772 and the recent excavation ~nd restoration
of the site oy the Ironbridge Gorge Museum sbhould be of particular
interest to us in our rescnrches into the history and industrinl
archrneology of New Willey. 5
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