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THE WIIKINSON  SOCTIETY

The Society was formed in 1972 to meet the need for an
organisation to preserve the material and documentary evidence
of Broseley's indusirial past,. Since an important part in
this industrial past was played by John Wilkinson, who lived
for a time at the Lawns, it was decided that the organisation
should be known as the Wilkinson Society.

The aims of the Society are :

(i) to act as custodian of any relevant material and
information and to make such materizl and information
available to interested individuals and organisationsg

(ii) to promote any relevant preservation activity and to
assist individuals or organisations in such activity
where deemed appropriates

(iii) +to provide 2 link with the community of Broseley for
individuals or orgznisations undertaking local historical
research,

Any available material will be added to the existing
collection pf Broseley and Wilkinson relics at the Lawns, Broseley.
This collection is open to the public on Saturdays and Sundays
(2-4p.m,) and by appointment.

Administration of the Society is by an annually elected
committee, Membership is open to anyone interested in the Society's
aims and activities. These activities include illustrated lectures,
social evenings, researching and exhibiting the Collection, field-
trips and coach-tours. Members are kept informed by a Newsletter,
and an annual Journal presents articles on the history of the
Broseley area, John Wilkinson and industrial archaeology in general.
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NOTES AND NEWS

The Year's Activities

The second A.G.M. was held at '"The Lawns" on Friday, 4th
October 1974. The serving committee was re-elected en blocs it
was agreed that meetings should continue along present lines, and
that notices should continue to be sent out for each meeting
sep rately. Mr. David Holgate then spoke on "The Importance of
the Excavations at Ceaughley'" with slides and specimens to illustrate
his theme,

On Friday, 1st November 2 meeting was held in the Church Hall,
Broseley, at which Mr. Ronald James, Curator of Clive House Museum,
Shrewsbury, spoke on Broseley Clay Pipes, with slides and film

£ "Members' Evening'" was held at "The Lawns" on Friday,
31st January 1975. Sherry was provided, and many members brought
along objects of interest relating to Broseley and the surrounding
area.

On Friday, 28th February Dr. W.H. Chaloner of Manchester
University spoke to the Society ~n "The Travels =an? Exploits of
John and Willizm Wilkinson in Frange The Netherlands. Scandinavia
ard Silesin’, illustrated with Glass Slides.
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Mr. E.H. Pee spoke on "The 01d Industries of Bridgnorth",
illustrated with slides and a map on Friday, 11th April.

On Saturday, 7th June a party of 23 members and friends
visited the Arkwright Society's headguarters at Cromford in Derbyshire,
and were guided round sites of interest in the area and entertained
to an excellent tea, before returning to Broseley at 7.30 p.m,

The Society held its first "Celebrity Lecture" in association
with the Broseley and District Arts Union on Friday, 29th August,
County Councillor Eric Robinson spoke on "Broseley's Past and
Broseley's Future" and illustrated his subject with slides, m=ny
of them depicting unexpected corners of the Broseley Townscape.

On Saturdey, 30th August the Society held an "Open Day", with special
exhibits, slides, film, and mini-coach trips to sites of local
historical interest.

In addition, there were committee meetings on 17th December
1974, 13th May and 5th August 1975: and Mr, Ralph Pee spread the
gospel by giving talks to Willey W.I. on 9th January, and Worfield
YeI. on 17th July. During the year the membership rose from 91 to
1333y and the avarage attendance at meetings was between 50 and 60.

Programme of Events for 1975-76

October 24th: third A.G.M. folliowed by a talk "One Man's View
of the Severn Gorge" by Mr. Maurice Hawes,
November 21st: illustrated talk — "The Ecomusee at Le Creusot
in Burgundy", by Mr. Barrie Trinder (joint meeting
with the Priends of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum).
Januarys: members' evening (details to be announced )
March: talk (to be nrranged)
Spring/Summer: coach-trip (to be srranged)

The Journal

Becsuse of the increased cost of stencils and duplicating
paper, we are obliged to increase the price to non~-members from
15p. to 20p. We are grateful to Mrs. Susan Beale for the typing
of Journal No. 2 and this issue,

In this issue we give our usual coverage of BEast Shropshire
(Mr. Hancox's article on glassmaking is of particular interest)s
but we n~lso move further afield, to an area not unknown to John
Wilkinson - the North Wales Coalfield

Copies of this ifsue of the Journal and back-numbers can be
obtained from the Secretary, Maurice Hawes. Salop Street, Bridgnorth
(25p. including postage).

Contributions to future issues of the Journal would be

welcome and should be sent to the Editor, N.J. Clarke, Cranleigh,
Little Wenlock, Telford,

- =000 = = =
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GL2SSMAKING IN BROSELEY

Part 1 ¢ Origins

It is not generally knowvn that zlass wac made in
Broseley, and the evidence for it is slonder. The earli.-st
mention of tre rossibility of such an undertaking is in the
memoranfum that John Veld ~f "illey compiled in 1€31 (1)
describing the potentialities of his estates. Here he
indicated that he was undeci’ed whether to invest in
"a someworks or 1n a Glasshruse’” in Broseley or Willey:
but it is n~t known whet ceme of this (9)

e do know from John Houghtons '"Perindic Letters on
Husbandry and Trade'" that in 1694 there was only one glasshovse
in the whkole o~ Shropshire. situated at an inconsideratle
hamlet called O=zkengates (). The fact that this hamlet
wvag claimed by Vellington, Wombridge and Shifnal rarishes
might indicate that the glassworks was situated on a common
strip of land where the three parishes adjoined, In fact.
tetween the years 1673 and 1676 one Abraham Biged a
glass-maker from Amblecote near Stourbridge, had built a
glagshouse at Snedshill. and presumably used coal from the
adjacent mines (A)~ (A 1ittle earlier. ironworkers
throughout the land had petitioned the Crown to forbid
glass-makers to use timber for their furnace firesn) Et
is possible that the glass-maker Bigod had been brought to
this area by one of the Foleys (TArds of Amblecote). who at
thet time operated an iron furnace at Wombridge: for they
had certainly taken glass—makers from their Amblecote manor
to work in conjunctinn with a furnace at Stanton Drew in
the Forest of Dean.

The majority of the early glass-makers were refugee
Huguenot Lorrainers who had fled to England to escane
religious persecution. These craftsmen were officially
admitted into England under licence granted by (‘ueen
Elizabeth I, though others made illegal entry by 'working
their passage' from the continent. Most of them had to
pay for 'vrrotection' in one way or annther. I+ was an
understanding that the Lorrainers should each take an
Lnglishman as an arnvrentice and teach bhim their trade.

Such Tnglisk volunteers were few and far between, for they,
like their masters, feared the wrath of the BEnglish Trade
Guilds who feared foreign comnetition in any form whatever.
This fear was not so much that the foreigners would use up
all the available timber for their fuel needs as the
foreigners' ability to operate an iron furnace equally as
well as a glass furnace. The foreigners were chiefly
accepted into Fngland via the Weald of Sussex #nd Kent, and
their product was what came to be called "Waldglass'. This
was much inferior to the glass of the few Venetians or
Italians who practised their arts chiefly in the cities.

Meanvhile, the Lorrainers wnd their ascistants were
'encouraged! by r~ne means or snother to monve on elsewhere,
They gradually moved to the west and north-west of the land.
Their esrly regvirements were simnle, being héat—resisting
clay for their melting rots lime sand and potash. The
potash was obtained by burning of brakefern of which there
was plenty growing wild in the woodl-nds., though later
certain kinds of seaweed came to be used as a substitute.
Choice of the best kind of sgand wes nnt alwsys their lot. for
the more iron con 2ained in the sand, the more blue-tinged was
their glass
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By around the 1680 a number of Lorrainers had moved to the
woodlands not ton far removed from Market Drayton. They settled
on the Shrops-Staffs. border for a few years in what was then
called the Bishop's Wnod, which lay beside the Burnt Wood (an
indication perhaps that not all of these people were as careful
in making charcoal as they might have been.,) When, as a result
of the fuel embargo. tlhe foreign workmen had to fall back on the
use of coal, this fuel had to "ave the same slow-burning and
calorific values as had been provided by wood fuel, and with a
ninimum of ash, Such corl came to be found at a mine near
Amblecote (Stourbridge)r and, what to them was more important,
it was discovered that the clay thereabouts was eminently suitable
for the making of their 'pots' or crucibles, So =omething of a
mass exodus took place in thet direction.

However, at a plare then called 'The Songles' to the east
of Bishov's Wood, nezr Market Drayton, there dwelt in 1602 a
Lorraincr glass-mrker. given the name of Legeeye. who took as lis
wife the daughter of #nother glass maker. Bither he or members
of his family seem to heve taken up residence in ~r near Broselcy
though by now they had abbreviated the frmily name to 'Legg'.
The Legg family first apnear in the Broseley rarish registers around
the year 1587, The Leggs @ppear to have earned their rerutation in
making clay pipes but that would not exclude their making some glass
if need be.

Broseley was already noted for its manufacture of clay pipes.
The early small pipes were used in the smoking of leaves and herbs,
perhaps under the impression that this practice had some medicinal
values and this bears out the fact of their usc before tobacco was
imported into the land. They were called 'Farishes' or fairy pipes,
and are to be distinguished from the later and larger clay pipes.
The manufacturc of clay pipes was a simple opcrations a straw was
incorporated at the onset to make a hole through the stem, and this
straw would be consumed in the process of final baking. A
glass-maker, whilst his 'metal' was becoming molten, could have
used a small amount of the clay with which he lined his kilns or
vessels, and surplus heat from the kiln to bake the pipe or pipes.
An outlet for the sale of these pipes might well have presented
itself when the glass—maker went to meTket.

Somewhere around the year 1700 it has been claimed that a
man by the name of Benbow was making glass in Broseley: and this
might explain why the aforementioned Leggs specially concentrated
on clay pipes. The Benbows were an old Broseley family (and are
also found in Shrewsbury), and they appear to have made their mark
in a number of directions.

References:

1. Memorandum of John Weld, Salop Record Office,71224/163

2. M.D.G. Wanklyn, 'John Weld of Willey', in W. Midlands Studies,
vol.3 (1969), v.97

3. John Houghton, 'Periodic Letters on Fusbandry & Trade', No.198,
15 May 1696, Staffs, Record Office, D641/2.

4. Barrie Trinder, 'The Industraal Revolution in Shropshire' (1973)
p.14 and 22,

T.C. Hancox

Part 2 of this account of (Glass-making in Broseley will appear in
our next issue of the Journal.
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WORKING AT THE BLISTS HILL

MINE FORTY YEARS AGO

So much bas been said and written recently about the
history of the Blists Hill Mine that I feel urged tc¢ set down my
own recollections, I was winding-engineman there from 3rd January,
1935 until 26th February, 1940. It closed soon afterwards.

For the first fifteen months of working there I lived
in Much Wenlock. I used to cycle to work, leaving Much Wenlock
at 5.40 a.m. I travelled along the Barrow Road, passing the Round
House, and arrived at Brcseley Church about 6.00 a.m. Continuing
down the Broseley Road I went around the S-bend, over the Free
Bridge and along the Lloyds, coming out into the Coalport Road.

My favourite journey was to turn right below Broseley Cemetary,

go down through the Dingle. and arrive at Coalport Memorial bridges
crossing over the bridge, I usually travelled up the Coalport Road.
Occasionally I walked up the Incline: at this particular time you
could cycle along the path at the side of the canal.

I arrived at the Mine about 6.20 a.m. My stoker
started work at 6.00a.m. to get the boiler in working order, so
that I could have a supply of steam by 6.25 a.m., which was my time
for starting work.

Every morning, by law, the winding engine was run, the
empty cage travelling tc the bottom of the shaft and then brought
back to the surface again. While the cage was travelling in the
shaft the banksman inspected the winding rope, etc. During this
time I checked the machinery for any faults, and, everything being
in safe working order, the daily report book was signed.

We then proceeded to lower the miners down the shaft:
the colliery manager and the onsetter went down first, then the
miners, Six miners at a time got in the cage, which was
fastened by a gate on each side, The miners were all down by
6.55 a.m., which was their time for starting work. We started
to wind clay immediately the miners were down.

For lighting during the winter and on dark mornings,
I had a small paraffin lamp, which shone on the winding indicator,
At the top of the pit the banksman hung a large paraffin lamp on
the pit frame to light the miners, This; however was not much
use to the engineman when it was foggy. and at times I have been
days without seeing the top of the pit, due to the fog. To
give you an idea how much clay was wound up the pits in 1935
I wound 13,185 tubs, each tub of clay averaging 12 to 15 cwt.

There was not only the winding of clay to be
considereds; there was also the water pit. This pit was deeper
than the clay pit in order to drain the water from the workings
into the water pit sump. There was a considerable amount of
water raised, particularly during the winter. During the week
I regularly worked over until 6.00 p.m. to get the water down
to a level of safety; and until 4.30 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays.

I did my own maintenance work, which included

packing the cylinder glands, fitting new joints in the main
delivery steam pipe and adjusting the two winding ropes to
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suit the stroke of the winding engine. The big jobs, such as
capping the winding ropes and putting new rope on, were done on
a week end,

Bach day after the days work was done, the banksman
prepared for the next day. He went along to a building which was
sutuated at the side of the canal and used as a stores for powder,
detonators, candles, etc. He would then put ready for the next
morning everything that the miners would need. Incidentally, the
main powder magazine was situated on the side of the bank, on the
other side of the canzl.

The last thing I did before leaving for home was to
1ift into the engine house the framed plan of the mine, which I
hung outside the engire house each morning, I then put shutters
up to the winding house window, and locked up for the night.

Frank Turner

W. Howard Williams ¢ an apprecistion

It is with regret that we record the death in January
this year of Mr. W. Howmrd Willisms of Trench, who was known to
many members of our Society,

Born at Upton-on-Severn, Worcestershire, in 1912, he
later moved to East Shropshire and eventuzally became manager of the
Co-operative Wholesnle Society's Donnington branch. I1]1 health
forced an early retirement, but Howard continued to pursue his keen
interest in loezrl history.

From the. 1950s he did much of the groundwork in local
industrial history, when very little was known on the subject. He
contributed authoritative articles to the Shropshire Magazine on the
Canals of Bast Shropshire (1954) and the Botfields of 0ld Park
(1965-66); =and was credited with much vnluable information supplied
to various authors of books on industrial and transport history.

In the early 1960s he completed a list of important industrial sites
within the Telford Few Town aren, =nj more recently researched the
brick and tile industries of BEast Shropshire.

It was on the latter topic that be lectured to our
Society in January 1974, and to which he was going to add a2 sequel
in March this year (see letter on pagel3). His last work, a short
history of the parish of Wrockwardine Wood, was published posthumously
in the summer,

Howard contributed much to our knowledge of the
industrial history of East Shropshire and was always prepared to
help fellow-researchers, Those of us who knew him well have lost
a good friend. We extend our deepest sympathy to his widow and
family.

N.J.C.
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RICEARD TREVITEICK AND THE
HAZLEDINE FQUNDRY AT BRIDGNORTH

A paper on '"Trevithick, Rastrick and the Haseldine Foundry,
Bridgnorth" was presented at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
on January 12th 1949, by 8. Morley Tonkin Esq,. Prom a copy of the
paper and other documents belonging to Mr, E.H. Pee, it zaprears that
the foundry started up some time between 1794 and 1800. =nd was sold
in 1830,

In 1802 or 1803 the Foundry cast the Engine for Trevithick's
first dredger, and in 1804 was building 7 engines for Trevithick.
Pogsibly it is one of these engines that is preserved in the Science
Museum, London, numbered by its makers as "no. 14". In 1808
Hageldines! built the locomotive for Trevithick's cirdular railway
near the present Buston station. Further engines were built for
Trevithick in 1812, and in 1813 (for export to South America), and
in 1814-163 at which point Trevithick left for South Americrn.

He does not seem to have donc business with Hrzeldines after 1816.
John Urpeth Rastrick seems to have been the chief engineer =t
Hrzeldines foundry during the whole of their association with
Trevithick, Most of the engines were for threshing, ploughing,
grinding or pumping.

A bronze commemorative placue wns presented to Bridgnorth
Corporation in 1949, by members of the Thompson family. This
rleque was originally fixed to the wall of n cottage in Mill Street,
very nenr the site of tle foundry: but it is now fixed on the west
side of the Clock Tower by Bridgnorth Bridge. The plague readss--

"TO THE MEMORY
OF TWC CGREAT ENGINEERS
RICHARD TREVITHICK
B.17T71 - D.1833
INVENTOR OF THE
HIGH PRESSURE STEAM ENGIVE
AND
JOEN TURPETH RASTRICK
B.1780 D.1856

GREAT R LWAY ENGINEER

NEAR THIS SPOT TN FAZELDINE'S FOUNDRY
RASTRICK BUIIT IN 1808
TO TREVITHEICK'S DESIGH
THE WORLD'S FIRST

PASEWNGER TOCOMOTIVE ENGINE

ERFCTED NOV. 1949 . "

(Ineidontally, the Bridgnorth Clock Tower is built in first class
Broseley Bricks )
.



An unrelated, but interesting incident rcvealed in

Mr. Morley Tonkin's vaper is thrt Hazeldine's were given the jo

of repairing Stonewsy Steps Bridgnorth, in 1819. This would
account for the unusual design of the top section of these steps,
which incorporates a considerable amount of cast iron!

Journal

1780-81,

Maurice Hawes

Water pipes or cannon?

In answer to the cuery raised in the last issue of the
(p.12) concerning John Wilkinson's exports to France in
Dr. Chaloner confirmed in his lecture to us in February

this yecar what he wrote in 'History Teday' in May 1951

"Throughout the French participation in the War of

American Independence, William (Wilkinson, who was helping to set
up a state ironworks in France) kept in tovch with his brother
(John) in Englandy and these continued contacts, together with

the fact that John had undertaken to supply the Paris Waterworks
Company with forty miles of iron niping just before the outbreak

of hostilities, helped to give rise to the myth that Jahn Wilkinson
supplied the French with cannon during the war. As frr as cnn be
ascertrined, the only guns manufactured by John which may have

reached

the French were those in a shipload captured at sea by the

privateer "Black Princess’ on their way from Chester to the port
of London".....

Matthew

"Cooperation between the three men (John Wilkinson,
Boulton and James Watt) was particularly strong during the

American Var, when they spent much effort in successful attemnts

to ship

two cargoes of steam-engine parts and water pines to

French customers through the war-time controls on trade with the

help of
Courts.
1781 in
lost at
nothing

passports granted by the belligerent British snd French

These cargoes sailed from Chepstow to Frence in 1780 and
the sloop "Mary'", the successor to Wilkinson's brig "Bersham",
sea in 1778. Such transactions, although gquite legal, did
to diminish both contemporary suspicions and later legends

that the ironmaster sold munitions of war to the enemy'.

N.J.C.
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