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Lthe WllkWD Society

The uOu;etV was formed in 1972 to meet the de“apm for an

organisation to preserve the material and-documentary evidence

" ..of hroseleyfs. industrial past. ©Since an important part in this
industrial past was prayed bty John Wilkinson, who lived far.a
time 2t "The Lawns", ‘i1t wsds decided that the organisation should
be known as The Wilkinson Soclety.

The aims of the bocioty-are:~

(i) to act as custodian of any relevant material and
. information and o wmake such maverisl ani information

avaiiable to intaro sted individuals and organisations;
(ii) to D”OECTG'SS* relevant preservation activity and to

assist individusls or orgenlsauloﬂ% in such activity

‘where deemed’ appropriate ' ‘

© (iii) to previde a link with the community of Broseley for
S individuals or organisatiens undertaki ng loczl
historical research.

“Any ‘available material will be added 06 the exlstlnb
collection of Broseler .and Wilkinson relics at. "The: Iawns~4~
Church Street. Broszley. This collectior is open to-the public
on BSaturdays and Suidays betwcen Baster and ‘September, from
2 p.m. until & p.m., cr at other times by sppointment.

Adm1118+' ion of the Socicty 1s by an annually elected
committee, | e2rship 1o ¢ interested in the
.dociety's & ivitias. ctivities include
illustratb¢ 1ecturc¢, sysigl eveni,gs,‘ egearching and
exhibiting the collecticn, field trips and coach tours. Members-”
are kept informed by newsletters, and this annual dournal
presents articles on't' he history of the Broseley area, John
Wilkinson, ana industiia’ archaeology in general. '
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NOTES ANMD NEWS

The Years 4ctivities®

The Egy;uﬁ Annual Genersgl Meeting was held at "The Lawns"
tober 1976. Your.officers and the:serving

on Friday 22acd. Oc
committee were reselected “en bloc! by a unanimous vote. .

The Cheirman, in his report, ukaufeﬁ speciallyall “those
who had helpad with the Museum reorganisation and redecoration.
Tke irauﬁurl‘i in his report, pointed out that there were

standing loans for £49-50 grising from this work, which it
was exfeguod would Le cleared within 12 nonths. B

Anthony Mugridge, a student member, was elected Assistant
Museum Curatvor.

APHer &
Griffiths an
trip to Wilk

I 1 part of the meeting, dMessrs. Pointon,
¢ Hawes gave .an 1llustrated account of their weekend
tes in Cumbria in June 1976.

(continued)



On Friday 12th. November 1976 we held our customary joint
meeting with The Friends.of The Ironbridge Gorge lMuseum, again
at "The Lawns". Dr. Ivor brown, the well-known local expert on
mining matters spoke on "0ld Hlnes, lMiiners and Mining Machinery
on the Banks of the Severn Gorgel The evening was held to be

most interesting, and the s;ldes were greatly appreciated.

There was an involuntary gap in the Society's activities
during January and February 1977, due to the illnessof our
regular hostess, Mrs. Dora Pee.

Eventually a Social FEvening was arranged for Fridav 18th.
March 1977, at Broseley Hall, by the kind invitation of Mr. and
Mrs. M. Silvester. The theme this year was "Broseley Pipes", and
special thanks were due to lMr. Ivor Southorn for sendlng a number
of most interesting exhibits relating to Southorns' Pipe Works,
and to Miss Fox-Edwards for bringing her drawings and a real
"Churchwarden", which the Secretary was pleased to demonstrate
in action. The raffle prizes, of Jackfield decorative tiles, were
won by Mrs. Diana Clarke, Mr. Chris Whall and dr. Tony Herbert.

The month of May 1977 proved to be the most hectic in the
life of the Society to dafte; for, in addition to visits to the
.Coalport Museum (May 20th) and the Dyson Perrins Muscum at
Worcester (May 28th), this was the month that saw yvour officials
involved in discussions at local, county and national level over
the proposed sale by the Willey Estates Company of the two
remaining buildings on the New Willev Furnace Site, together
with the land immediately adjacent to them.

The visits were both very successful, being well-attended
and financially self-supporting; and the Worcester outing was
also blessed by wanderf.lsummer weasher.

The New Willey properties were offered for auction at the
"Forester Arms", Broseley, on wednesday June 1st. Your Society
was represented at the sale, but we were not able to purchase
either of the properties for the prices your Committee had in
mind. However, we were pleased that, in the sale room, the
historic importance of the Site was made clear to potential
nurchasers by reference to a letter from the Department of the
Eivironment to Lord Frrester, dated 27th. lay 1977

The final event of the 1976/7 Season was our third annual
Celebrity Lecture, held in association with the Broseley and
District Arts Union, on Friday 26th. August. Mr. Roy Eeard, the
well-known Shrewsbury architect, spoke wittily and entertainingly
on "The English Village", illustrating his theme with slides
. of nationwide coverage.

In addition to the activities outlined above, Committee

Meetings were held on 5th. April, 14th. #2y and 29th. May
1977. The latter two meetings were special meetings in

connection with the then proposed sale of the New Willey
Furnace proverties.
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Programme cf Events for 1977/-8

L

14th October 11lustrated taelk - "The Ceramic Industry in

the Severn Gorge, 1750-1820" - by Mr. D.B. Roberts.

11th November Fifth A.G.M., followed by a short illustrated
talk -~ "The Severn Nav1ﬂat10n
by Mr. N.J. Clarke.

9th December Joint meeting with the Friends of the Ironbridge
Gorge luseum - a tape-slide presentation with
spoken commentary- "BExports from Ironbridge" -
arranged by cher Green, Hilary Green, Tony
H511ort Peter Martin and Barry Trinder. At
the \erLn Warehouse, Ironbridge.

24th February Members Evening at "The Lawns"

31st March Tllustrated tslk - "George Maw, EBotanist,
Gardener and Plantc Hunter" - by
Bly Paul Benthall, ¥.l.S

The Musecum

For the 1978 season the luseum will pormdllv be oven on
Saturday and Sunday afternoons (2.00 - 6.00 p.m.) between Easter
and Sepu,ub ; or by special arrangement with the Curator.

The TPOTgnn ation of Ghe Museum was described in the last
issue of this Journal.
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The Journal

To celebrate this, the fifth issue of the Journal we have
listed the main articles published since 1972. They make an
impressive list; and the Journal is beginning to command the
attention of both loczl and national institutions (see
Corresoondence )

We are greteful to our Secretary for the typing of this
issue. Fa*uh@r coples, anc some back numbers may be obtained
from the Secretary at 18, Salop Street, Bridgnorth, Salop,
price 25p each including postage.

Contributions te future issues of the Journsl would be

welcome, and should be sent to the Editor, N.J. Clarke,
"Cranleigh",little Wenlock, Telford.

STOP PRESS

Summer Activities 1978

20th May Summer Outing to the Avoncrolt Museum of
Buildinge (near Bromsgrove), and Eveshamn.
1st Septemher Fourth Annuszl Celebrity Lecture, in association

%itn the Broscley and Listrict Arts Union;
Mr., Henrv Szndon, Curstor of the Dyson Perrins
' at tos Worcester Porcelain Works, will
speak on Coi%djev and Worcester porcelain.
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MARKEKS IN BENTHALL HISTORY

The name of George Maw is usually associated with the
manufacture of decorative tiles. His lesser claims to fame are
in the fields of botany and geclogy and 1t is interesting to
speculate on just how these widely differing enthusiasms may
have affected each other. ‘

The link between the geological study of clays from all
over Britain and the use of clays to make decorative tiles is
easy to appreciate. Indeed, geology grew up as a practical
field subject whose theories werc worked out in new railway
cuttings, well borings or mine workings, rather than the hushed
atmosphere of an academic library.

It is also perhaps not too fanciful to suggest that George
Maw's knowledge of flowers (especially crocuses) may have
influenced his apprcach to tile design. Certainly there are
plenty of evamples of Maws tiles bearing floral designs of
remarkable botanical accuracy. But it is George Maw's patent
plant labels that provide the best example of a new idea
emerging from the eclectic mind of a Victorian polymath.

Necessity 1s often said to be Ghe mother of invention and it
is not difficult to picture the young George Maw arriving back
at his home at Benthall Hall in the 1860's laden with new plants
for his fine garden perhaps collected on a recent trip abroad.
His strict taxonomic approach to botany would make it imperative
that each species should be accurately and permanently labelled.
Imagine his frustration with the existing labels at that time of
wood or metal which would rot or corrode. It is therefore
perfectly natural that his inventive talent should have combined
a knowledge of clays, opportunity for ceramic manufacture and
an appreciation of the needs of botanists and gardeners to result
in Maws patent plant labels.

The provisional specification for his invention was left Dby
Geoge Maw at the Office of the Commi: sioners of Patents on
6th June 1868. It reads as follows:

'I, George Maw, of Benthall, Broseley, in the county of
Salop, Manufacturer, do nereby declare the nature of the sald_
invention for 'Improvem:.utb in the Manufacture of Garden Tallies,
or Plant ILabels or Markers' to be as follows, that is to say:-

My improvements in the manufacture of the articles above pamed,
and which are usually formed of wood or metal, consist in making
them of burnt eartheaware, either composed of pulverised clay by
Prosser's process or of plastic clay. The blank forms so produced
may be either glazed or left plain, and when glazed they may be.
lettered or inscribed by the ordinary processes of porcelain
and earthenware printing, painting, or writing either upon or
beneath the glaze. When unglazed tallies or markers are ?S?d,
they may be written upon with paint or black lead, composition
or metallic pencil, either with or without the surface being
previously or subsequently oiled, painted, or varnished, or
coated with other suitable composition.'

_The patent was sealed on 24th November 1868 and dated
6th June 1868, bearing the number 1861.
(continued)
.



The new plant labels met with immediete success and in the
summer of 1868 were commended by such worthy people as The Editor
~of the 'Gardener's Chronicle', &8ir Joseph Hooker, The Director
of the Royal (Botanic) Gardens, Xew and the Floral Committee of
the Royal Horticultural bocicty. wMaw and Co.'s catalogues were
soon extolling the virtues of these new 'Imperishable terra cotta
plant markers and gerdcn tsllies' as 'a cheap and permanent sub-
stitute for wcoden and zinc tallies, for the labelling of plants
in pots and in the open border, and for suspending to Roses,
Orchids, Ferr o,‘Erult Trees, Vtc. These labels, unlike Wood and
Zinc, combine perfect dursvility with a lesting legible inscription,
and form an elegart adjanct So the Garden snd Conservatory for the
naming of Horticultural and Botanical collections. They are.also
invaluable for the labelling of wine cellars, and for emplovment
in any position where other materials would be perishable by damp.

Nearly twenty ‘different SYDES

avallable in cream or buff

colour, some provided with holes for susvending, others upright
with spikes for inserting in ground. Other larger sizes were

availatle mounted on ircn shanks (cast at Coalbrookdale?) for

use in Arboretums and betanicel Gardens.

The works at Lenth ffered a special scrvice of black
S

nall o
enamel writing on the labels ('in various styles of writing')
which had the uppcarnrca of jet black ink, but mnerfectly permanent.
S

In addition, 'consecutive sets of wumgrdls printed on the Labels,

with ZEnamel., and Labels for wWine B3ins' were kept in stock, and
could te obtained 'at the danufactory, or through any ﬁursaryman,
T

beedsman, or Ilronmonge

Several of George Maw's own plant labels have been found fron
time to time in the gardens of Benthall Hall and all are still
perfectly Lé&gible.

Maw for his

Time has proved that the claims made by George
carned their

new plant labels were indeed justified znd have
mark in Benthall History.
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THE SEVER: Ih_ SOUTH

Part 1 Geology and the Course of the River

Confined to the west and most mountainous part of the country,
where one would expect to find short rivers, the Severn i1s the
longest river in England. Once navigable for 155 miles (1) and
the second busiest river in Burone (2), now for the greaster part
of its length, from its source to Stourport, few boats can be
seen., 1ts great length is due to a geologically recent combination
of two drainage systems. Its fall from grace as a great navigable
highway is in part due to this geoclogical immaturity; but economic
factors, the activities of those living on its banks and more
recently those of various water authorities have all played their
part.

There are many topographical and historical features to be
seen today which illustrate these peculiarities. These notes are
a record of admittedly casual observations made over a long
period. They are in no way intended as an authoritative
monograph, but it 1s hoped they may be of some interest.

It is generally accepted that, prior to the breakthrough at
the Severn Gorge, the area north of Wenlock Edge was a2 great marsh
which drained towards the Dee estuary, while the land to the
south of the Edge drained towards the Bristol Channel (3). It is
likely thet below Linley the original 'short' Severn followed
the course of the present river which flows over the western edge
of a huge deposit of Permian and Triassic rocks, mostly soft
sandstones. These were capped, at least in this area, with a
layer of hard conglomerate i.e. mixed pebbles cemented together.
Traces of this capping can be seen at such places as High Rock
and Queens Parlour, Bridgnorth, The Rock at Juatford, and the
Red Hill on the Bridgnorth-Wolverhampton road. These Permian
rocks overlie the coalmeasures, and coal 1s or has been mined
almost all round the cdge of the deposit, from the Coalbrookdale
coalfield in the north to the Wyre Forest coalfield in the south.

Of the ages betwcen the forming of the Permian-Triassic rocks
and the Glacial Epoch there is no trace in this part of Shropshire,
and the deposit shows little trace of vioclent upheaval. The
conglomerate does however slope down from the river while many
roads leading from the river rise steeply from the valley and then
descend gently to the valley of a tributary. It appears that there
was an upthrust which would crack the hard capping. Such a crack
would form a drainage channel and eventually become the river
vallley.

Above Linley the main stream of the 'short' Severn moy have
followed the valley of the Linley Erook which has three clearly
marked terraces. The road from Linley Gresn down to the brook
is rather like z gilant staircase. The 'treads' znd 'risers'
indicate periods of violent erosion followed by periods of
tranquility resulting from various ice ages. The breskthrough at
the Severn Gorge could have been, and, one might think from the
nature of the gorge, protably was, the dramatic recult of some
carth movement in the aresa. But even before the breskthrough,
each time the retresting ice blocked the drsinage to the north, and
until it had retrented sufficiently to a2llow such drainage to be
resumed, all drainage would be southwards. It may be that the

-6 (continued)



deepening of the chunnel through Werlock Edge towards the end of
each ice age finally msde che direction of drainage irreversible.
Whatever the case, tl cvidence of lLinley brook, where the terraces
are on too grand a sc to have been made by a small brook two
miles long, iludicates that the breakthrough came zt the end of the
Glacial Epoch, if not later.
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Towards the end of each ice age an n the ages immediately
following t T 'illed the whole valley

U

d i h
the breakthrough, great torrents fil
bringing vast quantities of gravel To Le deposited where the
valley widened and the current slac ed. Remsains of these depoSits
are found at Bridgrorth and Eidingvon. These gravel deposits are
quite distinct from the angular bculders which used to =dorn the
street corners in Bridgnorih - these granite boulders were glacier-
borne from much farther north.

8

As warmer and dr
composite river with a n its middle resches (something
over three feet per mile between 1Wwridge aznd EBridgnorth, which
is considerable for so lcr“c a strtam) carvec out the river valley
we know today. DBeing swift, 1ts course through souch Shropshire
is falrly straight, but its meanderings have b een sufficient to
carve out a flood plain averaging csomething like hzlf a mile wide.
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s succeeded the ice ages this now

swept away mu
0T o
, : Tf .he
LTJLﬁObO“ were pre-ected the riae
Was 3
laraﬁ area
building.

These
whe*“ Gl

';5 1 per ey urn to the left and the
rnrwd@o ! J1+U3bl’ source c¢f gravel for
cted by high Rock has been long

ince abando: 1teresting relic o7 this earlier
gravel get+' side oi Hermitags: Hill. Here the
S? dstone 1.« A““’L]C were2 loid has been cut into

to provide a oy U0 load the gravel into the oncs
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1ne neaows
farm lands., v

sed from the mailn
b pasture. These
. ;

weadows ., now coeced in or
utterly':~qJ?wifﬁ ay fields with a
".‘K,'i(j{_-j sulwals. which
may

Where no% (ostructad by or mnan-mad: obetacles the
river conilzw>n 0o meand:2r and pusrh 1ts curves downstream., A

','

picture in cre of Arthur Mee's encyciopaedias Uuon5 children wat
WdtCAlﬂ5 from a spot wiich is now in the middle of the river!

I taink ic forsunsgco lgatton that “Yhe sandstone over
iformly hard. Had it been

which the 2 ilows S0,
at summes levels cue river would heva been swift and shuilax all
the way. Had 1% beer uniforomiy ft, the river would have eroded
its bed downwards zand back nsiresin to the harder rocks tor
Linler. Thiz would Lsve mooniy ]JDH Lﬂutg cateract thvc\n the

lower and tho upper reachnn appear at
intervals ronni ; NI to SW. { often
connecting promine Jueens T‘CV“LJ an¢ digh Towvn =&t

Bridgnorth, provide foris & at naturali welrs
so That the w»iver dezcenas SET seps. The water
{(continued)



between these fords is often very deep and slow-moving, while all
the fords have a comparatively narrow deep channel somewhere
across their width. The barge operators would have been aware of
these. At the Gadstone forge near Apley, which is very long and
shallow, the deep channel is so clearly defined in the rock that
it appears to be, and probably i3, artificial.

At Bridgnorth the original river valley was very wide and the
hard streak very marked. This caused the river to btreak up into
a number of channels. One such channel ran somewhere east of Mill
Street along the route of the new by-pass. A ridge marking this
channel can still te sezn in the fields below the town. This
ridge is not the edge of the flood plain, which extends beyond it.
In years gone by the road near the Fox public house was always
subject to flooding when the river was high.

In historic times another channel ran between Mill Street and
the present river, joining the Bylet channel via what is now the
first arch of the Bridge. The end of the island formed by this
channel is marked by a gully at the bottom of Doctors Lane. This
gully has merely been left unfilled, not excavated for barges as
is sometimes asserted. The channel can be traced in the gardens
behind Mill Street, but traces of its northern end may have been
obliterated by rubbish from Hazledine's Foundry (4).

This very wide and much divided ford may account for the -
otherwise most unlikely location of the bridge at Bridgnorth.

References:

1. W. Watkins-Pitchford, 'Bygone Traffic on the Severn', v.1.

2. J.U, Nef; quoted in B. Trinder., 'The Industrial Revolution
in Shropshire', p. 104.

5. W.W, Watts, 'Shropshire: the Geography of the County', p.58.

4. Traces of the furnace of this foundry (cf which the importance
was noted by Maurice Hawes in Journal No.3) have now been
found (February 1978) near Darley's landing stage.

Ralph Pee

Part 2 of this account of the Severn in south Shropshire
will appear in the next issue of this Journal.
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